
P 
astor, I was so overwhelmed 

with joy at the consecration ser-

vice, thinking about how differ-

ent my life would be without THE LIFE! 

God led me to this place when it was just 

beginning. I wondered, at first, if THE 

LIFE would be here for the long term. 

Sitting there on Sunday I recognized 

how blessed I have been. For in the most 

difficult time of my life, God gave me the 

place for me to hear His Word and be 

reminded of His presence through the 

storm. I am so blessed!”   

With tears in both of our eyes as I lis-

tened to one person’s reflection on the 

day, my only response was that of grati-

tude to God, because this just isn’t one 

person’s story. In one way or another I 

have heard this same comment by count-

less people who gathered here on Sun-

day, September 10th for the consecration 

of THE LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH.  

We are so blessed, for out of death comes 

life. For so many of us who call THE 

LIFE home we cannot express it in any 

other way than to thank God for bringing 

ALL of us here to this place to hear the 

Good News of Jesus Christ!   

This is truly my and my family’s senti-

ments as well. We are so grateful, to have 

been called here to live and serve God in 

a place we love, with people we have 

grown to regard as our family, all cen-

tered on Good News.  

Watching all the preparation for The 

Party, how people joyfully worked to 

make the day as special as it possibly 

could be, was a reflection of the gratitude 

people feel for having THE LIFE as their 

church home.    

Neina, Sydney, Kassie and I cannot ex-

press enough thanks to all of you for your 

love, support and the generous gift you 

collected. You know us so well and know 

we LOVE to travel!  

We love THE LIFE, we love YOU and we 

love God who has 

called us all to be 

together in Jesus 

Christ, here in this 

place, at this time. As 

my good friend Jason 

often writes, “Thanks 

1,000,000!”    

People have been 

asking over the past 

year or so, “How?” 

How is it that a com-

munity of God’s people has come to being 

at THE LIFE with such joy and enthusi-

asm? The immediate response is to point 

us to the working of the Holy Spirit! And 

what is it that the Holy Spirit has done 

here? The Holy Spirit gives us the great-

est news of forgiveness, life and salvation 

through Jesus Christ.  

This is the message of the Gospel that has 

us flocking to be fed with hope and joy in 

the midst of the uncertainties of life. It’s 

the same Holy Spirit that has called us, 

ordinary people, together, and has em-

powered us to work hard loving each 

other and our community.  

The Holy Spirit has called us and encour-

ages us to use our unique gifts and tal-

ents in this place to share the Good 

News. From those who clean the build-

ing, care for the grounds, lead our chil-

dren, lead our songs of praise, organize 

our finances, oversee our governance, 

organize our worship services and visit 

the sick, to those who pray for those in 

need, plan parties, flip burgers on the 

BBQ, plan our publicity materials and so 

much more, the list goes on and on.  

The Gospel of Jesus Christ frees us to 

joyfully share the good news in ways in 

which we have been gifted! Of course, we 

are not perfect and we don’t do these 

things for any reward, yet the promise of 

God is true, God is with us in all we do.    

My heart is overwhelmed as we paused 

on Sunday, Sept 10, to reflect on who we 
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W 
hat an honor to interview a 

friend I've known for sev-

eral years! I met Karla 

about 15 years ago when we worshipped 

together at our previous church, and I 

knew of her prior to that through her 

beautiful mother, Agnes, a dear friend of 

mine.  

 

J: How long have you been worshipping 

at THE LIFE and what brought you here? 

K:  I've been at THE LIFE for about four 

years. My sister, Lisa, met Pastor Vetrano 

at a youth program called Ablaze. I was 

going through a difficult time in my life 

and not being fed spiritually at the church 

I was attending, so she brought me to 

THE LIFE for a Thursday evening service. 

I immediately knew I found my new 

church home! 

 

J:  What do you like most about THE 

LIFE? 

K:  Can I say 

“everything”? The 

atmosphere is 

filled with a true 

sense of commu-

nity, sincere fel-

lowship, diversity, 

and pure JOY! I 

also love the fact 

that Pastor 

Vetrano seems to 

be preaching to 

me personally 

through his as-

tounding sermons 

(smile). I've 

learned so much 

from him, and my 

faith has grown in 

leaps and bounds 

since I've joined THE LIFE family. 

 

J:  Are you involved in any activities and/

or ministries at THE LIFE? 

K:   Yes!  I currently serve as a Commun-

ion assistant and was recently appointed 

to an Officer's position on the Church 

Council as Congregational Secretary. I am 

so honored to serve the Lord and His 

church in this capacity. 

 

J:  Do you have a favorite Bible verse? 

K: I sure do! The verse that speaks to me 

most at this point in my life is, "For I 

know the plans I have for you" declares 

the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future." Jeremiah 29:11 

I went through a very dark period of my 

life for a few years, especially after the 

loss of my mother in 2011.  She was a 

wonderful mother and one of the driving 

forces in my life, along with my awesome 

dad. Since coming to THE LIFE, I've ex-

perienced a complete turnaround in my 

attitude, appearance and faith journey. 

 

J:  What do you and your family do out-

side of church? 

K:  I have an amazing family. My awe-

some children are Emily, 20, and 

Stephen, 13.  Last year, I met David, who I 

consider my true love and partner in life. 

We all enjoy doing things together includ-

ing camping, going to the beach, and 

hanging out with our new dog, Danny. 

Recently, we took in a foster dog named 

Paulie. I also have a passion for the art of 

crocheting. I taught myself and have a 

small side business, called Karla's Krea-

tions. During the week, you can find me at 

my job at the Hofstra University Museum, 

where I work as a Senior Assistant. 

THE LIFELine   
is a publication of  

THE LIFE Lutheran Church  

One Old Westbury Road  

Old Westbury, NY 11568 

516.333.3355 • thelifeny.org 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Justin Vetrano, Pastor 

Rev. George Baum, Social Media Coor-

dinator and Content Editor 

Beth Jarvis, Administrative   

     Assistant to the Pastor 

Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

Jay Campson, Facility Manager 

Ginny Raffa, Editor/Outreach 

 

Getting to Know … Karla Oderwald 
  By Joni Mazer 

L 
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Sunday School at THE LIFE: 
Vibrant with Learning and Fun 
by Deacon and Superintendent Nancy Rickman, and teachers Elisa Bruno and Tanya 

Chesterfield 

T 
his has been a sensational summer 

at THE LIFE Lutheran Church, 

with Vacation Bible School, BBQ’s, 

and Sunday School. Yes, our Sunday 

School still meets every Sunday during the 

summer, and it is thriving and classrooms 

are full with children eager to learn about 

how Jesus saved us, loves us, and the 

strength of God’s power. Elisa Bruno, 

Tanya Chesterfield and I are here every 

Sunday, except for Christmas and Easter 

to meet with your child. We have full 

classes, and this is not surprising, 

,because the students are hearing the 

word of God and what is more comforting 

than that? 

We start the session with the Lord’s 

Prayer and then break into groups by age, 

Pre-K to 1st grade, 2-3rd grade and 4-6 

grade. During the summer, we use the 

Hands-On Bible Curriculum from Group 

Publishers. We read stories from the Bible 

that provide our children with valuable 

information about important Biblical 

events and people, as well as offering op-

portunities to make new friendships—all 

in a loving environment.  

If we have time, we make a craft. For ex-

ample, in July, Elisa Bruno had a lesson 

about Daniel and the Lion’s Den. This 

lesson had the story about God protecting 

Daniel by sealing up the mouths of the 

lions and keeping him from sure de-

mise. The students loved this story. They 

were then given a hidden picture puzzle of 

Daniel in the Lion’s Den to reinforce the 

story.  

During the other seasons of the year we 

use Augsburg Fortress Publishers, Spark 

Program, which our teachers love. Tanya 

Chesterfield, another teacher, likes this 

program and its questions for discussion 

on a child’s level as well as the pamphlets 

that can be sent home to initiate conversa-

tion between family members.These les-

sons follow a lectionary program in that 

they copy whatever the Gospel message is 

for any given week. Parent and child learn 

the same lesson each week. If the parent 

hears the lesson about the mustard seed, 

then the child has the same lesson in Sun-

day School that week.   

Sunday School at THE LIFE is so-o-o-o-o-o much fun! 

Reformation Bookstore: 
Reading Options for Everyone 

I 
n 1517, Martin Luther’s 95 Theses 

sparked a conversation about reform in 

the church that continues even today. 

October 31, 2017, marks the 500th anniver-

sary observance of the evangelical reform 

movement that as based on learning and 

fueled by publishing.  

“You are invited to learn about the reformers 

and the writings that sparked a world-

changing renewal in the church.” – Augsburg 

Fortress 

Through a special program with Augsburg 

Fortress and Fortress Press, THE LIFE offers 

a wide selection of publications for you to use 

as you reflect on the Reformation and its 

continuing importance. Choose from books 

and materials among these categories:  

Martin Luther: His Life – Luther’s life and 

times come alive in biographies and a stun-

ning pictorial atlas 

Martin Luther: His Writings – Explore Lu-

ther’s own key writings with guidance from 

top Luther scholars 

Martin Luther: For Reflection – Read Luther 

devotionally and reflect on his understand-

ing of Christian vocation 

Reformation at 500 – Explore how the Ref-

ormation continues to impact the church . 

Be sure to look through the display on the 

piano in the lobby. Order forms are available 

at the table, and the orders will be placed 

through the church for discounted prices.  

Martin Luther, 1483-1586 
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L 
ast Sunday, this question was at 

the heart of the Gospel reading. 

Peter gives the correct answer 

and proclaims that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of God. Why is this important? 

C. S. Lewis popularized the argument 

that Jesus was either “Liar, Lunatic or 

Lord.”  The focal point of the passage 

and Lewis’ quote is the identity of 

Christ. I would like to ask you to medi-

tate on three questions: 

Who is Jesus? 

How is Jesus a part of your life? 

Who are you? 

I’m going to leave you to wrestle with 

the first two questions on your own. The 

third question is tricky. Who am I 

really? Who are you really? All too often 

we identify ourselves by the names oth-

ers give us.  

If we’re honest, some of those people 

and the things they said weren’t too 

nice. Maybe they insulted us. Maybe 

they hurt us. “You’re no good.” “I hate 

you.” “I want a divorce.” “You’re fired.”   

Others made us feel “less than.” Or 

worse, we made ourselves feel that way 

through our own internal dialogue. “I 

was fired because I’m not good enough.” 

“I can’t do it all. I must not be a good 

mom.” “I don’t make enough money.” 

We adopt these names as our identity.   

But the most important answer is who 

God says we are. “You are my beloved.” 

“The Lord is my glory, the One who lifts 

up my head.” “In the Lord I take refuge.” 

“The Lord is my rock, my fortress and 

my deliverer.”  

Our identity is not found in the words or 

actions of others. And it is not found in 

the negative names we call ourselves. It 

is found in being a child of God.  

As we go about our day, let us be mind-

ful of our thoughts. When the negative 

names come up, stop them from taking 

root. Choose a name that God gives you 

and meditate on that instead. Peace. 

Devotion: Who Am I? 
   
  By Anthony Giordano 

L 

T 
he Day School’s first day was September 11.  

All I can say is “WOW’!!”   

With the school at full capacity, it was a very 

busy, exciting day. The parking lot was overflowing; 

cars were even parked on the grass!  There were 

moms, dads, grandmas and grandpas sending off 

their little ones to their first day of school.   

For some parent’ it was a struggle to see their “babies’ 

leave them without even a pause. Other parents were 

hopping and skipping out the door, going home to 

have a second cup of coffee in solitude.  Sounds idyl-

lic…it was for the most part.   

But there are always a couple of children who struggle 

with the separation.   Thanks to the patient, nurturing 

and love of the Day School staff, those children have 

adjusted nicely. 

The Day School is entering a monumental year and is 

thrilled to be able to watch, guide and cheer for the growth and accomplishments of 

the students! L 

L 

WOW!! 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

Smiles for (almost) everyone 

on the first day of preschool. 
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are in Christ, ask for God’s continued 

blessings over our ministry and to offi-

cially identify ourselves as Church in 

the world. At the same time our joy 

and our work is nowhere near com-

plete. Will it ever be?  

This moment in the life of THE LIFE is 

terrific, yet I can’t wait to hear all we 

are celebrating and talking about next 

year and for the years to come.  

May God continue to empower us to 

love Him and each other; May God 

continue to work through us to utilize 

the gifts He has given to continue to 

proclaim Good News. May God con-

tinue to be with us in all we say and do, 

and may we always acknowledge God 

as the true source of our joy!  

Love in Christ,  

Pastor Vetrano 


