
E 
ach time Neina and I have some-

one visiting from out of town I 

take great pride in showing off 

Long Island and proclaiming, “It really is 

one of the greatest places to live.” I ex-

plain that we have the best of so many 

things: beaches, vineyards, great shop-

ping areas, neighborhoods and such 

proximity to NYC. Also we have all four 

seasons. I love how every few months the 

climate changes in such a way that just 

when you find yourself having enough of 

the cold of winter or you are ready to 

turn off the A/C’s in summer, the 

weather begins to shift. The changing 

seasons are signs of the ever-changing 

and exciting beauty of creation.   

As we now embark on a seasonal shift 

from summer to fall, so much change 

comes. The temps drop, and we have to 

switch from summer clothes to fall/

winter clothes. The leaves change into 

gorgeous earth tones and fall. The menus 

at our favorite coffee shops and restau-

rants begin to include pumpkin spice, 

squash and warm desserts. I love the 

changes of the seasons. I suppose it re-

flects life as well; we go through stages 

and seasons, and it’s a wonderful and 

beautiful thing.   

This fall we will begin the process by 

which our beloved church will embark on 

a new season of LIFE. Over the past two 

years I have worked closely with the 

leadership from Resurrection and some 

people here at THE LIFE who have 

bravely assumed leadership roles in un-

charted territory for our new church. All 

people involved in the work of leadership 

at THE LIFE and Resurrection agree that 

it is time for THE LIFE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

to be her own stand-

alone congregation. In 

sharing this wonderful 

news of THE LIFE’S 

readiness to govern 

herself, I cannot help 

but equate this stage in 

the church’s life to that 

which I just embarked 

on in sending my old-

est daughter off to 

Boston for college.   

She has been formed, 

taught, shaped and has 

grown with so much 

influence from mentors and people who 

love her that it’s now time to spread her 

own wings and navigate the path of her 

future toward a more independent way. I 

am of course speaking of both Sydney 

and THE LIFE.   

This October 16, I, along with the leader-

ship here at THE LIFE, invite all the 

members of THE LIFE to a special meet-

ing of the congregation. At that meeting 

we will discuss what being our own inde-

pendent congregation means, we will 

meet the people that I have been working 

with to set up the transition, and we will 

vote as a congregation to express our 

desire to be our own freestanding con-

gregation. If that vote passes, we will also 

take a vote to adopt a constitution and by

-laws that will govern us here at THE 

LIFE. In the next two weeks or so, copies 

of this constitution and by-laws will be 

made available to you to study before the 

meeting.   

This is such an exciting time for us as 

church, and also one that can be wrought 

with anxiety and some fear. I assure you 

we walk together, slowly yet diligently to 

move forward as a freestanding congre-

gation.  

It’s a new and exciting season in the life 

of THE LIFE. Thanks be to God that in 

this due season we grow together, learn 

together, walk together and exist TO-

GETHER as God’s children.  

See you around Church, 

Pastor Vetrano 

October 2016 

There Is a Season 
 By Pastor Justin Vetrano 

 

 

 

Join us for your time of THE LIFE! 
 

Sundays Worship with Communion, 10am 

  Children’s Sunday School, 9:45am  

  Bible Study, 11:30am  
   

Thursdays Worship with Communion, 7pm 
 

 

Oct 5 Men’s Ministry Meeting, 7:30pm 
 

Oct 10 Women’s Ministry Meeting, 7:30pm 
 

Oct.16 New Member Classes Start, 12:30pm 

 

Oct 19 Women’s Ministry Baby Shower, 7:30pm 
 

Oct. 29 Reformation Celebration, 10am 
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M 
ax Waage is a friendly and 

familiar face around THE 

LIFE. He's had an interest-

ing life and longstanding history with 

Redeemer, Resurrection and THE LIFE. 

Max lives in Westbury with his wife, 

Cookie. They have two children and 

three grandchildren. 

J: How long have you been worshipping 

at THE LIFE, and what brought you 

here? 

M: Well, I’ve been around here for a very 

long time. I moved to Westbury in 1959 

and became a member of Redeemer Lu-

theran Church in 1962. When Redeemer 

closed, I attended services at Resurrec-

tion and came full circle to THE LIFE 

when services began on Sundays. 

 

J: What do you like most about THE 

LIFE? 

M: I like everything! Pastor Vetrano is a 

great pastor, and his family is wonderful. 

His Bible studies are fantastic and leave 

me in awe. I find the worship services 

very uplifting and am very happy with 

the way this church has grown. I help 

with handyman type jobs around the 

church. You will also frequently see me 

ushering on Sundays. 

 

J: What do you do outside of church? 

M: I enjoy gardening and have a wonder-

ful vegetable garden with tomatoes, pep-

pers, zucchini, beets and cucumbers. I 

also make pickles. I like to golf but have-

n’t played recently. I've been a member 

of the Carle Place American Legion for 25 

years and am presently the Treasurer. 

We financially support many charities 

including $125 a month to the Meal-a-

Month ministry at THE LIFE. 

 

J: Your garden sounds great. When is 

dinner? (LOL)  I cook for Meal-a-Month 

and wondered who paid for the food. 

That's awesome! 

J: Do you have a favorite Bible verse? 

M: Psalm 23 is very meaningful to me. 

Right from the very beginning, it tells me 

that the Lord is leading me, protecting 

me and providing for my every need. 

What more could I ask for? 

 

J:  When do you feel closest to God? 

M:  I feel very close to God after I receive 

Holy Communion and kneel before Him 

in prayer.   

 

J: How has God worked in your life? 

M: There were many times in my life 

when I felt God’s presence and knew He 

intervened to protect me. For example, I 

remember when I was 10 years old, my 

friends and I were swimming in the Hud-

son River. I slipped on a rock and started 

drowning. My friend, who was far away 

from me, appeared suddenly, grabbed 

me and brought me to safety.  

When I was in the U.S. Army, I landed in 

Japan, and three days later, a truce was 

signed. I guess they knew I was coming! 

After that, I ended up in Korea. 

 

A recurring theme in my conversation 

with Max is that he is so thankful for 

everything Resurrection has done to 

bring THE LIFE to where it is today.  

M: "I've seen a church die and come 

back to LIFE!" 
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Getting to Know ... Max Waage 
By Joni Mazer 

Max Waage is often seen around THE 

LIFE, working on handyman-type pro-

jects. He’s also one of the friendly ush-

ers, welcoming people to Sunday wor-

ship.   
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We’ve Only Just Begun  
 By Neina Vetrano 

A 
nother summer has come and gone, an-

other school year has begun. This also 

means that another fun, exciting year of 

the Life Youth Group (LYG) is underway–our 

third official year. What started with 7 youth in 

the high school group has now grown to two dis-

tinct groups; the middle school group with over 

12 youth and a high school group with 9 youth. 

This doesn’t include our three college members 

who know they always have a home in LYG and 

look forward to reuniting with their friends when 

they return home on their college break. 

While we do now have two separate groups, the 

groups will often have events together, and you 

will often see them hanging out after church so-

cializing while their parents are doing the same 

thing. For me, this is what this group is about:  

building relationships, relationships that build 

each other up, not tear each other down as some 

often face in school or outside church. 

This year we have many activities planned. Each 

month has a combined HS/MS event planned. 

October we look forward to our first game night 

of the year. It is always full of team-building 

games, silly and sometimes messy games and 

typically ends with a game of Manhunt.  

In November, we will gather at the church, bring 

our blankets and pillows and watch a movie to-

gether. Popcorn is always involved.  In December 

we will celebrate the Christmas season with a 

LYG Christmas party. The high school group will 

also have opportunities throughout the month to 

get together, for an excursion to a haunted man-

sion, meeting at the bowling ally or getting to-

gether at the movies. As you can see, there is al-

ways something for everyone.  

We will begin planning soon for our retreat to 

Boston, Jan. 27 to 29. These retreats help solidify 

relationships between the youth and help blend 

the middle school and high school groups into 

one big group. I look forward to more youth go-

ing and really bonding with the members of the 

group.  

LIFE Youth Start  
Fantastic Year 
 By Jenn Kurz 

LUTHER 500 REFORMATION CELEBRATION: 

October 1-9, 2017 

One year from now, October 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary 

of the Protestant Reformation. Pastor and Neina are planning a 

trip for the church to celebrate a pilgrimage and cultural immer-

sion in the very town where the Reformation all began. As part of 

the LUTHER 500 festival, our group will have opportunities to ex-

plore Wittenberg, visit museums, attend interest centers, relax or 

ride bikes along the Elbe River, take bus tours to see the Wart-

burg Castle, Eisleben, Erfurt and a whole lot more. Each day will 

include devotional time in the very churches where Martin Luther 

preached and taught. This is an excellent tour for all people, in-

cluding families with children too. The 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation comes only once, and this is truly the chance of a 

lifetime. We will see and learn more in one week than an entire 

semester in class. More information will follow very soon. If you 

have questions speak to Pastor Vetrano. 

A 
 few years ago, Women’s Minis-

try at THE LIFE was just an 

idea.  A year after the launch of 

our Sunday service, April 18, 2013, it 

became a fact. We were going to have 

our first monthly Women’s Ministry 

Group meeting! I still remember our 

Artisan Cheese Tasting theme and how 

much thought everybody put into it! We 

started this project with absolutely no 

plan in mind. But soon we learned, this 

group was going to lead itself. We have 

a core of wonderful women, some 

young, some more experienced, but all 

extremely kind, talented, hardworking 

and dedicated to serve God and one 

another. What I love the most about this 

group is the diversity of ages, ethnici-

ties, professions and lifestyles. Women’s 

Ministry truly and proudly encompasses 

the entire unique character of THE 

LIFE Church.  

Here we are well into our fourth year, 

and we finally feel like everything is 

falling into place.  Fresh off our first 

Women’s Retreat and our first Sip, 

Paint, Pray night this summer, in the 

next couple of months we will have 

plenty of events and activities, and we 

are more excited than ever to put our 

gifts and talents to work. We will start 

the fall season with our annual Baby 

Shower, Oct. 19. This is a fundraiser in 

collaboration with Lutheran Social Ser-

vices, which we are organizing for the 

second time following the success of last 

year’s edition. A few days later, on Oct. 

23, we will take a trip to NYC (men and 

youth are encouraged to join us!) to see 

the newest exhibit at the Morgan Li-

brary Museum, “Word and Image: Mar-

tin Luther’s Reformation.” It promises 

to be an exciting, educational and in-

spiring experience for our congregation. 

Come November, we will start prepar-

ing for Advent, the Tree Lighting, and 

then Christmas is just around the cor-

ner; and so much more to come with 

that! You can join us at any time; there 

is a place and always something to do 

for everyone! 

Women’s Ministry meets once a month 

at the parsonage. Please watch the bul-

letin for more updates and details.  
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W 
ow!  I can’t believe THE 

LIFE Lutheran Day School 

is only just finishing up the 

second week of school. It’s been so busy 

here!  

The school year started off with our usu-

ally few criers in the two-year-old 

classes and a couple of three-year-olds 

wanting their mommies.  Everyone 

(almost everyone) has settled in and is 

enjoying school, their classmates and 

teachers. 

During the first week of school, Wayne 

Balling, Peter Balling and Max Waage 

worked tirelessly making a sandbox for 

the Day School. It came out great. The 

children can’t wait for the sand to be 

delivered to dig right in.  

Phase 3 of the playground renova-

tion will be done by the time you 

read this. There will be sand in the 

sandbox and a surface surrounding 

it. 

The Day School is excited about our 

returning enrichment programs: 

Chapel with Pastor Vetrano, Doodlin 

DaVinci’s, and Soccer Shots.  

This year we are thankful to be part 

of Cornell Cooperative Extension’s 

Nutrition Program. The children in 

the three- and four-year-old classes 

will be learning about nutrition and 

healthy eating habits.  Stay tuned; 

I’m sure there is an article in the 

works about this program. 
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Busy, Busy, Busy 
 By Lisa Dennelly 

What better way to start Day School than with 

the perfect shirt!  

L 
ove is patient, love is kind. It 

does not envy, it does not boast, 

it is not proud.  It does not dis-

honor others, it is not self-seeking, it is 

not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth.7 It always pro-

tects, always trusts, always hopes, al-

ways perseveres. Love never ends.  1 

Corinthians 13:4-8  

This is one of the Bible passage most 

often chosen at weddings, and we can 

understand why. After these verses are 

read, the couple will exchange vows of 

love and fidelity in the hopes that they 

will live up to the kind of love described 

in the reading.   

Recently at a wedding, as I listened to 

this passage I wondered how could any-

one live up to the love described in the 

reading. And why do we choose such a 

reading, when we know that even when 

we say “I love you” our love is not al-

ways patient, nor kind? Our love doesn’t 

always protect, nor trust, and we cer-

tainly keep score of wrongs done unto 

us. Moreover, love between individuals 

sometimes ends. Hardly the idyllic love 

described by Paul in 1 Corinthians! 

Yet, how wonderful this passage seems 

when we think of how Jesus loves us. 

We think of how He died on the cross 

for our salvation and to assure us eter-

nal life; how He is patient, kind and 

compassionate; how He forgives our 

sins over and over and feeds us through-

out our lives with His Word, His body 

and blood.  

Surely the perfect depiction of love in 1 

Corinthians is impossible for us to 

achieve, but thanks be to God for His 

gift of Jesus. Jesus shows us what true 

and perfect love is. He gives us His un-

failing love, forgiveness, salvation and 

eternal life, not because we deserve it, 

but because of His amazing grace. More 

so, He gives us faith so we can embrace 

this truth, and receive the hope that sus-

tains us as we journey in this world.  

May we respond with thanksgiving for 

all the gifts received, and may God con-

tinue to transform our hearts and guide 

us with His Spirit so that we may fulfill 

what He wants for us and from us.  

Heavenly Father, pour Your Spirit into 

our hearts, strengthen our faith and 

guide us forward that through kind and 

loving actions all may come to know 

Your gift of hope, love and salvation, 

Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

Devotion for October:  Perfect Love 
 By Deacon Paulina Janssen-Mesloh 
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