
I 
 am so ready for Easter!  

Bring on Spring; show me some flow-

ers; let’s feel the warm sunshine and 

put away our hats, gloves and scarves! I am 

so ready for Easter. 

This has been a strange winter. Up and 

down. It’s been mild for the most part. But 

then a big storm rolls through, taking down 

trees, messing up the roads, and knocking 

out power. Church gets cancelled. Com-

munion classes get cancelled.  Schools get 

closed.  I am so ready for Easter. 

In the midst of this crazy weather it has also 

been very up and down around the church. 

Sunday was a prime example: a full worship 

service, a lively Bible class, a spectacular 

wedding, and one of the most difficult fu-

nerals of a Pastor’s ministry. All in one day. 

Beauty and Heartbreak. Joy and Sadness. 

Love and Anger.  

Lent can be dark enough as we are called to 

face our mortality and follow Christ to the 

cross. Then to receive a call to preside at the 

funeral of a beautiful young woman named 

Haley Anderson, who’s life was senselessly 

taken by the hands of a misguided young 

man, places a pall over the hearts of the 

faithful. In the words of the 

musical, Hamilton, “They 

are going through the un-

imaginable.” I am so ready 

for Easter.  

And it’s not as if everything 

stops after Easter Sunday 

at church; we are already 

well into planning Confir-

mation, VBS, and a sum-

mer mission trip.  I am so 

ready for Easter because of 

the joy, good news, and 

hope that comes as we 

move from death to life 

and celebrate the joy of 

Christ’s resurrection. 

I love Holy Week. I love 

the passion and the drama 

of moving from the dark-

ness of our Compline ser-

vices and the heavy depth 

of our Gospel readings into 

the joy and light of the vic-

tory that Christ wins for us by rising from 

the dead. It just feels as if these 40 days of 

Lent have been all too representative of the 

passion and drama of Holy Week. I am so 

ready for Easter. Are you? 

Well, I have good news. Easter is here! And 

not just on April 1st. Easter is always here. I 

guess you can simply say, Easter is! The 

good news, the joy, the hope and all that 

comes with the victory over death and the 

grave is always with us, not just on that 

Easter Sunday.  

There is no doubt that I am excited for that 

day, the dressing up, the candy, the jubilant 

songs, the shouts of joy, the candy (oh, I 

said that already), and seeing so many peo-

ple bringing life to THE LIFE. I am so ready 

for Easter. 

However, at the same time, I take great 

comfort in knowing that Easter is already 

here. It always has been for us and always 

will be. No matter how dark the circum-

stances, no matter how bad the storms, and 

no matter how weak we feel when we have 

lost power, the true power of God is always 

on display in the good news of Christ who 

has overcome this world. 

Sunday evening, gathered with close to 

1,000 people packed into the funeral home 

where the sorrow was unimaginable, the 

only solace, the only comfort and the only 

hope was Easter. Yes, I am ready for Easter 

and—thanks be to God—Easter is already! 

The joy, the hope and the victory are ours, 

today!  

Christ is Risen! 

Pastor Vetrano 
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Join us for your time of THE LIFE! 
 

Sundays Worship with Communion, 10am 

  Children’s Sunday School, 9:45am  

  Bible Study, 12pm  
   

Tuesdays Bible Study w/ Pastor Shriever, 11am 
 

Thursdays Worship with Communion, 7pm 
 

thru Mar 24 Compline Evening Prayer, 7pm 

 (every evening except Thu & Sun) 

 

Mar 29 International Agape Dinner, 6pm 

 The Living DaVinci, 7pm 

 

Mar 30 Good Friday  Stations of the Cross, 12pm 

 Tenebrae (Liturgy of Shadows), 7pm  

 

Mar 31 First Holy Communion Service, 12pm 

  Easter Vigil, with Holy Communion, 7pm 

 

Apr 1 Easter Egg Hunt, 9am 

 Easter Worship, w/ Holy Communion, 10am 

 

Apr 4 Men’s Ministry, 730pm 

 

Apr 9 Women’s Ministry, 730pm 

 

Apr 30 Blood Drive, 3:15—9:15pm 
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M 
arch truly came in like a lion 

as a Nor’easter hit on a Friday 

night and knocked out power 

at THE LIFE church for the entire week-

end. So, Elise and John Olson invited me to 

their lovely home to chat. The delightful 

couple, who’ve been married for 49 years, 

have two children, Christine and John Wil-

liam, Jr., and four grandchildren: Victo-

ria, 22; Payton, 19; Jack, 19; and Patrick, 

15. We talked about their love of nature 

and the outdoors and how truly blessed 

they feel to be a part of THE LIFE church. 

TC: What brought you to THE LIFE? 

EO: Are you ready for this? We were mar-

ried 49 years ago in that church [when it 

was Redeemer]. So it’s not like what 

brought us to the LIFE, it’s like the LIFE 

came back to life! 

EO: [Once Redeemer closed] we went to 

Resurrection. They deserve a tremendous 

amount of credit for their foresight in 

planting a new church.  

TC: Are you involved in any activities at 

The LIFE? 

EO: I do the shopping for the Meal-a- 

Month program. 

JO: I’ve been a member of the Fire Depart-

ment for 52 years and I help Pastor with 

getting the lights on the tree for the Tree 

Lighting. 

TC: Do you spend a lot of time with family? 

EO: Yes, our daughter, Christine, has 3 

children and our son, Jack has 1. Christine 

lives about 2/10 of a mile from us. Yester-

day, Payton and Victoria rode out to the 

beach with us to check out the waves; 

they’ll be coming for dinner tonight. Pat-

rick comes at lunchtime just about every 

day to eat with us. John William is in North 

Carolina with our other grandson, Jack 

who is studying to be a nurse. 

TC:  What are some things you like to do 

together? 

EO:  My hobby is nature photography. We 

go out quite often for nature walks and 

hikes. We went to Elizabeth Morton Bird 

Sanctuary; the chicks eat right out of your 

palm. I use my camera and John uses his 

binoculars. He does the spotting; I do the 

photography. We also spend a lot of time at 

our summer home on the lake upstate. We 

like the outdoors. Well, I do. I pull John out 

there with me. [Laughs] 

TC:  Any milestones you’d like to mention? 

JO:  I was with the fire department for 52 

years. I’m an ex-Chief in the Westbury Fire 

Department. I was 34 years with the New 

York City Fire Department (Rescue 3 in the 

Bronx) and I retired as a lieutenant. 

TC: What’s the most meaningful part of 

THE LIFE for you and why? 

EO:  [John looks at Elise’s notes.] I high-

lighted those questions for you. These are 

mine [laughs]. We sit in the front row so I 

won’t get distracted and also so I can watch 

as the Communion line keeps coming and 

coming, I feel like they must be out to Jeri-

cho Turnpike. It’s just amazing. 

JO: And of course, it’s God’s will, but it’s 

also Pastor Vetrano. He’s the magnet. 

EO: That’s a good word: He’s an incredible 

magnet. 

TC:  How has your faith in God helped you 

through a difficult time? 

JO:  Throughout my whole life, there’s no 

doubt that God hasn’t led the way. I grew 

up near a service station in Westbury and 

walking to and from school I developed a 

love of auto mechanics. I went to BOCES to 

study mechanics my last two years of high 

school. When Vietnam came, I was fortu-

nate enough to get into the Naval CBs 

(Construction Battalion). I see God’s hand 

in that. I went through a year in Vietnam 

unscathed and 34 years in the NYCFD un-

scathed. I don’t know how you couldn’t see 

God’s hand in that. 

TC: Do you have a favorite Scripture? 

JO: John 3:16 has always been my favorite 

Scripture. My group number was 16, I was 

in rescue 3 and my name is John. So that 

goes into my whole belief that God led my 

way throughout my whole life. 
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Elise and John Olson enjoy the outdoors. 
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M 
aundy Thursday commemo-

rates one of Christianity’s 

most significant events, the 

Last Supper. On this day, Christians 

around the world remember the last 

time Jesus shared supper with His disci-

ples, a tense and profound occasion 

when He institutes the Holy Eucharist or 

communion. Also, it is the time when 

Jesus tells His disciples that one of them 

will betray Him.  Centuries later, Leo-

nardo da Vinci would portray that pre-

cise moment in his famous masterpiece, 

“The Last Supper.”  

It has become a tradition at THE LIFE to 

observe Maundy Thursday by reenacting 

the Last Supper in a memorable presen-

tation woven in the liturgy of the service. 

Men from the congregation dressed in 

Biblical costumes to resemble Jesus and 

His disciples in the painting gather at 

the table, and through expressive acting, 

and dramatic enhancements, create a 

living portrayal of da Vinci’s famous mu-

ral.   

John Bruno, who has played the part of 

Jesus since the beginning, says, “It is an 

honor and blessing to portray the role of 

Jesus. Preparation for the role of Jesus 

for me starts on Ash Wednesday. I figure 

giving up shaving for Lent and growing a 

beard is nothing compared to Jesus' 40 

days and nights in the wilderness.”  

As each disciple walks toward Jesus 

seated at the table, we hear their inner-

most thoughts in character monologues, 

spoken by twelve different men who re-

main behind the scenes. At the end of 

each monologue the speaker questions 

with disbelief whether he could be the 

betrayer Jesus spoke of.  

The blend of voices and acting is seam-

less. John says, “Every monologue has a 

special meaning to me. When my friend 

Fred Oberrmeier (Nathaniel) walks up 

and says, ‘Nothing good ever comes out 

of Nazareth,’ he looks back at me; it gets 

me every time. Also, when Anthony 

Giordano (Judas) walks in sheepishly 

during the monologue and greets me 

with a kiss.”  

“Communion is such a special moment,” 

John adds, “to be up at the altar to re-

ceive communion with all of the 

‘disciples,’ my friends; just a bunch of 

men receiving the sacrament.”  

The Living da Vinci culminates when 

Jesus and all 12 disciples seated at the 

table, freeze their poses and expressions 

to emulate the painting. The music then 

soars, the stage lights up, and we witness 

an unforgettable reveal of a living Last 

Supper.  

As John Bruno says, “I guess you will 

just have to come, see, and hear for 

yourself.” 

Maundy Thursday service ends in a som-

ber mood as the altar is stripped to mark 

the beginning of Jesus’ journey to Calva-

ry. We leave the sanctuary in silence, yet 

hopeful knowing that our loving Christ 

on that fateful night when He was be-

trayed instituted the sacrament of com-

munion so that, just as the disciples, we 

could also receive the wonderful gift of 

His body and blood, and in this holy 

meal, the assurance of forgiveness and 

salvation.  L 

“On the Night He was Betrayed …” 
  By Deacon Paulina Mesloh 

The cast from last year's production, left to right, kneeling front row: Randy Beck 

(Andrew). Second row:  Kevin Greene (John), Fred Obermeier (Nathaniel), John 

Bruno (Jesus), Chris Misciagno (Thaddeus), Ray Padilla (James). Back row: John 

Iannucci (Matthew), Anthony Giordano (Judas), Jeff Degeorges  (Simon),  Alex 

Rubino (Philip),  Jordan Voges (James, the Less), Jason Gudzik (Peter), Joe Mira-

dor (Thomas). 
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Q 
 and U tied the knot in 

February. It was a un-

ion of two letters that 

are rarely apart. They can’t 

produce a word without each 

other. The four-year-old clas-

ses participated in the wedding 

of Q and U to reinforce their 

letter recognition. The children 

made a runner, decorations 

and even had a small reception 

as part of the celebration.   

The wedding was performed in 

the sanctuary, with two Q 

grooms and two U brides (one 

from each class).   

The guest list was comprised of the oth-

er students in the classes. The guests 

wore letter hats of their favorite letter. 

Paper flower petals and flower letters 

were scattered by the guests as 

the brides and grooms pro-

ceeded down the aisle.  

The guests then went back to 

the reception hall (the class-

rooms) and enjoyed some Rice 

Krispy wedding cake and 

champagne colored apple juice.   

Hopefully it will be a wedding 

the guests never forget as they 

continue their journey of let-

ters and words into their future 

school experiences.   

We wish the Q grooms and U 

brides many years of marital 

bliss as they continue to grace 

the pages of books for eternity. L 

 “May my prayer be set      

before you like incense; may 

the lifting up of my hands be 

like the evening sacrifice.” 
Psalm 141:2  

I 
t is common to fast by “giving 

something up” during the season of 

Lent. For me it is usually soda or 

chocolate. (One year, I tried to give up 

coffee, and I pretty much slept for 40 

straight days!)  

The purpose of this is twofold: first, that 

by giving up some of our vices, our 

hearts and minds might be oriented to-

ward God, who should always be the 

focus of our desire; second, that by mak-

ing these relatively small sacrifices, we 

might be reminded of the giant sacrifice 

Christ made for us on the cross. Re-

membering Christ’s sacrifice and letting 

it change us is one of the most im-

portant things we do as Christians. It is 

one of the reasons we gather in worship 

every week, and it is a part of every ser-

mon, prayer, and song. During Lent, the 

pangs of chocolate cravings are small 

but frequent reminders of what Christ 

did freely for all of us. 

Another important aspect of our lives as 

Christians, and one that can be nurtured 

during Lent, is prayer. Prayer is a direct 

line to God, and God delights in hearing 

our prayers. Just like we may love the 

smell of incense as it wafts up toward 

heaven, God loves the sound of His peo-

ple praying, as those prayers waft up 

toward Him, and He promises to answer 

those prayers according to His will.  

Unfortunately, and as usual, it is we who 

fall short. God doesn’t just make time to 

hear our prayers. He delights in hearing 

them, and it is often we who fail to make 

time to offer those prayers. Martin Lu-

ther once quipped, “I have so much to 

do that I shall spend the first three 

hours in prayer.” The insight behind this 

joke, of course, is that like God, we 

should delight in prayer and view it as 

something we look forward to, instead of 

something we simply try to find time 

for. 

During the remainder of Lent, let’s sub-

tract from and add to our daily routines. 

We can subtract by fasting and giving 

things up, but we should also add by 

nurturing a routine of prayer.  

Prayer, like anything else, becomes easi-

er the more you practice. And while we 

certainly look forward to breaking the 

fast on Easter (I will probably indulge in 

way too much chocolate), we can also 

look forward to continuing our new 

prayer habits for the rest of the year and 

beyond! L 

A Wedding at the Day School 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director\ 

Devotion:  Fasting and Prayer 
 By  Vicar Adam Schoepflin 

THE LIFE Lutheran Church hosts the wedding of Q and U.  


