
W 
riting to the congregation 

from Wittenberg, Germany, 

the home and heart of the 

Reformation is a surreal experience. Al-

though so far away, I have such a deep 

connection with home especially because 

THE LIFE is home for us. In the same 

way as we worship in the churches of the 

Reformation this week, although 500 

years after the Reformation, I continue to 

feel a deep connection with those who 

stood up for the message of the Gospel. 

 I heard a story this week regarding Mar-

tin Luther and Katie’s wedding. Because 

there was so much controversy surround-

ing a monk and nun getting married it has 

been reported that the people of Witten-

berg left town on the day of Luther’s wed-

ding. They didn’t leave because of the 

controversy, per se, however, they left 

because they were being told that God 

had so much anger in regard to their wed-

ding that God would send lightning bolts 

and destruction upon the city should they 

go through with this wedding. So, the 

Wittenbergers left town! The threats and 

fears could not squash the nuptial cele-

bration. Luther and Katie had a wonder-

ful and successful marriage with many 

children. A big part of Luther’s works 

contains writings about God, family and 

his letters to his wife. God didn’t destroy 

Wittenberg; in fact out of Martin and Ka-

tie’s life together, many have been 

blessed. 

 As I sit in the churches in which they 

preached and worshipped in Reformation 

times, I wonder how burdened their 

hearts must have been as they faced 

threats to their lives, public shaming and 

scorn. I cannot help but imagine the tur-

moil within their hearts and at the same 

time the comfort they must have felt as 

they heard and proclaimed the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. Hearing the words of Christ 

who says “do not let your hearts be trou-

bled,” “be not afraid,” 

and “believe in God, 

believe also in me” 

must have provided so 

much hope to those in 

turmoil.  

 It amazes me that we 

hear the same procla-

mation of Good News 

today, and it’s that 

message of Christ that 

truly binds us together 

with people of all 

times and places. 

Sure, the world outside the walls of the 

church has changed dramatically in 500 

years; however the words of Christ pro-

claimed inside and outside of the church 

remain the same. 

 Sitting in the chancel at the Castle 

Church, with the grave of Martin Luther 

just to my left, I was truly struck by the 

sense of motivation Luther must have felt. 

The swirling threats of God and the 

church thoroughly motivated him to 

stand up for the truth. Not even because 

the world needed to hear it, but first, he, 

himself had a desperate need.  

 We share the same need for good news as 

Martin Luther. Although the world is dif-

ferent, and the Gospel is more available 

now, thanks to Luther, we still share the 

exact same need. This has motivated us so 

much that we have planted a church, to 

hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and share together in His presence. May 

we always make our desperate need of 

grace the driving force for being the com-

munity of Christ we know ourselves to be.   

 I look forward to sharing more with you 

about Germany and the Reformation as 

we count down to October. It is a joy for 

us to keep our focus even beyond the his-

tory of it all to the way in which the Refor-

mation called the world back to the heart 

of the message of Good News that we all 

desperately need to hear; the sweet, sweet 

song of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

 See you around Church, 

Pastor Vetrano   

June 2017 

Wittenberg Then and Now: Same Good News  
 By Pastor Justin Vetrano 

 

 

 

Join us for your time of THE LIFE! 
 

Sundays Worship with Communion, 10am 

  Children’s Sunday School, 9:45am  

  Bible Study, 11:30am  
   

Thursdays Worship with Communion, 7pm 
 

 

June 2 Women’s Ministry Beach Retreat 
 

June 7 Men’s Ministry, Meeting, 7:30pm 

 

June 11 Important: Congregational Meeting, 11:45am 
  

June 12 Women’s Ministry Meeting, 7:30pm 
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I 
've been blessed to know 

Sande and Chris for the 

past two years, as we've 

been "cooking buddies" to-

gether making the Church's 

famous Shepherd's Pie for the 

Meal a Month Program.  As 

Pastor Vetrano always says, 

food brings people closer, and 

that has certainly been true 

for us.  They are the newest 

cute couple at THE LIFE, just 

married here on April 29, 

2017! 

J: How long have you been 

worshipping at THE LIFE and 

what brought you here? 

S:  I was a member of Re-

deemer many years ago with 

my children, Dane, now 27 

and Luke, 23, who was bap-

tized here. I left for several 

years and returned about three 

years ago with my fiancé, now husband, 

at a time in my life when I felt a need to 

come back "home" to a place where I felt 

a strong connection to God. 

 

J:  What do you like most about THE 

LIFE? 

S:  It feels like a family here, where you 

are welcomed, the people are down to 

earth, and of course, we love our Pastor! 

 

J:  Are you involved in any activities 

and/or ministries at THE LIFE? 

C:  We certainly enjoy cooking for the 

Meal a Month program with our new 

"bestest" friend. 

J:  That's me! 

C:  This past Maundy Thursday, I was a 

narrator for the character John, the be-

loved disciple, in the Living DaVinci, 

and was happy to be a part of that. We 

both enjoy cooking and volunteer when-

ever an opportunity arises. 

S:  In the future, I would like to sing in 

the Choir. 

 

J:  What do you do outside of church? 

S:  Chris and I like to work out together, 

and he trains me at the gym. I also take 

Tai Chi and Yoga classes. 

C:  We like to attend Thursday night 

services. With our daily lives being so 

busy, there is something so relaxing 

about sleeping in on a Sunday morning 

and waking up to make a delicious 

breakfast to share with my new wife. 

 

J:  Do you have a favorite Bible verse? 

C:  In the 15 years I've been with Sande, 

I have gone to church with her, paid 

attention, and appreciate the many les-

sons I have learned. When she goes up 

for communion, I spend the time read-

ing the Bible,  whatever passage I open 

to, and have always found the book of 

Job very interesting. I would sum it up 

to say that it teaches me that whatever 

happens in your life, we should not 

blame God because He is always there to 

help you. 

 

J:  How has God worked in your life? 

S:  God brought Chris into my life when 

I needed him the most. It was God's per-

fect timing.   L 
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L T 
HE LIFE Men’s Ministry supports a 

ministry project at Winthrop Hos-

pital. Each month the men’s group 

takes up a collection which is used to buy 

materials that are distributed to lonely pa-

tients at Winthrop—those without family 

visitors. 

Conceived at Christmas, 2015, Jennifer and 

Randy Beck donated the Christmas Poin-

settias to hospitals after the Christmas sea-

son. After trying numerous hospitals, Win-

throp was the only one that wanted them, 

so after the holidays, all Christmas flowers 

were taken to Winthrop. When distributed 

to the patients, the response was so over-

whelmingly positive that Jeanne Ze-

browski, (Director of Patient Relations) 

called Randy and communicated how over-

whelming the response was. After consulta-

tion with Pastor Vetrano and others, Randy 

pitched the idea to the men’s ministry to 

support the ministry idea on an ongoing 

basis, and the group approved the project. 

Shortly thereafter, Jennifer, Randy, and 

Deacon Harry Oellrich met with the Patient 

Relations Committee at the hospi-

tal. Thanks to Deacon Oellrich’s skill at 

presenting the ministry idea, the Commit-

tee immediately approved the project, and 

every department of the hospital agreed to 

participate. 

Anthony Giordano works in Patient Rela-

tions at Winthrop, and coordinates the 

needs with Randy, who is a real es-

tate broker at Signature Premier 

Properties.  

The ministry provides items such as 

adult coloring books, novels and 

magazines, colored pencils, warm 

socks and blankets, puzzle books, 

and decks of cards—basically any-

thing that can be used to occupy a 

patient’s time while they are alone 

in the room. John Bruno designed 

cards that accompany the items, wishing 

each person well from their friends at THE 

LIFE.  

Items are distributed through the hospital’s 

buddy program, an organization of volun-

teers that take carts around and distribute 

the items to those in need of them. 

The ministry distributes approximately 60-

100 items per month at a cost averaging 

about $200 per month. On average, there 

are anywhere from 6-12 lonely patients in 

the hospital during any given week.  This 

year, in addition to the normal items and 

the poinsettias, the ministry also distrib-

uted the remaining Easter Lilies after 

Easter. 

 

THE LIFE Prepares Students for HS Diploma  
 By Neina Vetrano 

I 
magine 

moving 

to a 

foreign 

country 

whose lan-

guage you 

don’t speak. 

You plan on 

starting a 

new life in 

that country. You want to better yourself 

and your family’s future. You want to work 

and be a productive member of society. 

You are skilled and hardworking; you are 

well educated or would love to be more 

educated. You had certifications and cre-

dentials in your home country, but sud-

denly they mean nothing in the new coun-

try. Or maybe you didn’t have them be-

cause you were not given the opportunity 

to obtain them. You were too poor, you 

lived in a secluded or dangerous area, or 

education was simply just not accessible to 

you.  

It is very hard to imagine being in this kind 

of situation, but so many of our neighbors 

are. Throughout our years of developing 

the church’s ESL program, we have as-

sessed a great need for high school certifi-

cation within our Hispanic community. 

But in order to obtain this certification, 

one needs to prepare, either by attending 

preparation classes or by hard individual 

study. This is why we decided to start a 

free GED exam preparation class 

(currently TASC, since January 2014, in 

New York State) at THE LIFE.  

We have been meeting since January this 

year, every Tuesday, rain or shine, from 7 

to 9 p.m. We have an average of 9 to 12 

Men’s Ministry: The Winthrop Project  
 By Randy Beck                   

Each week, students meet at THE LIFE to prepare for their diploma exam. 

Please turn to page 4 
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I 
 am adopted. I was raised as an only 

child and, as a result, spent much time 

alone as I was growing up. There are 

three English words that indicate “alone.” 

Alone, lonely and solitude. Alone is a neutral 

word.  Being alone is just the state of having 

no one around. You are physically separated 

from everyone else.    

Then there is lonely. This might be defined 

as a yearning for communion. Loneliness is 

a negative. It is a feeling of being devoid of 

connection. You might feel lonely after los-

ing a loved one. Or maybe your spouse has 

been gone for a while on a business trip. Or 

your child is away for the summer. “Alone in 

a crowd” is better phrased as “Lonely in a 

crowd.” 

Lastly, is solitude. Solitude is the state of 

embracing your aloneness in a positive way. 

It is an acceptance of being alone, but also it 

is sometimes an acceptance of being lonely. 

Solitude is God’s gift. It has the ability to 

transform being alone into recognizing the 

presence of God. And it can take loneliness 

and bring it into a place of healing as you 

commune with God.   

Each of us was designed to desire God. This 

need for God can be filled only by God; can 

be satisfied only by God. It is in solitude 

where that need is met. We may feel alone, 

but the truth is that God is with us. He will 

never leave us, nor will He forsake us.  

We may feel lonely. The way that is satisfied 

is by God. Pray. Read the Bible. Meditate on 

His word and His promises. Get together 

with fellow Christians and rejoice together 

over what God has done. Pastor Vetrano 

always starts his benedictions with “The 

Lord bless you and keep you.”  In solitude 

we recognize that He keeps us with Him 

always. 

Devotion: Solitude 
   
  By Anthony Giordano 

L 

T 
HE LIFE Lutheran Day School has 

had an incredible year!  It all 

started in January, the phone 

started ringing…a lot!  There was a buzz in 

the air about the school. I was doing 3 to -7 

tours a week. The three-year-old program 

was full by March 1, unheard of, a phe-

nomenon. My head was spinning, the 

phone was still ringing, what was I going to 

do?   

Brainstorming with Pastor Vetrano helped; 

we decided to open a third three-year-old 

class on Tuesdays and Thursdays, we have 

never done this before. The third class was 

full by May 10.  Wow!!   

Typically I am doing tours during the sum-

mer to fill the classes. 

This summer, there 

won’t be any tours. The 

school is at 98 percent 

capacity. There are only 

two spots left in the four

-year-old classes, and I 

have two tours next 

week, keep your fingers 

crossed.   

“Why?” you are think-

ing; well, so was I.  I at-

tribute the increase from 

64 children in the cur-

rent year (2016-17) to a 

hopeful 91 students for (2017-18) to the 

wonderful staff and parents 

at THE LIFE.  

The teachers and assistants 

have created a warm and 

welcoming environment for 

the children, and the par-

ents do notice.  They are 

telling two friends, and the 

two friends are then telling 

two friends and so on and 

so on.   

Thank you to the parents at 

THE LIFE family for all of 

the positive energy and 

praise, and for sharing their adorable chil-

dren! L 

L 

Wow!! 
By  Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

Lasting friendships begin at THE 

LIFE Lutheran Day School.  

THE LIFE Prepares Students 
Continued from page 3 

students every week, out of the 15 who 

are registered for the class. We have 

students who never got to finish their 

high school studies and others who 

have college studies in their home 

country.  

In order to attend the class, students 

must have at least two years of secon-

dary education. Their ages vary from 

18 to 40, but one thing they have in 

common is that they are all still trying 

to improve their English. The wonder-

ful thing about the TASC test is that it 

is also offered in Spanish. That is why 

we teach all the subjects (Reading, 

Writing, Social Studies, Mathematics 

and Science) in Spanish.  

We are anticipating our first class to 

graduate in about two years, and we 

are hopeful that by then our students 

will be prepared and confident enough 

to take the test and be ready to have 

better jobs, better opportunities and 

better lives! 

We may feel alone, but the 

truth is that God is with us. 

He will never leave us,       

nor will He forsake us.  


