
 

I 
 am writing to you as I sit under the 

shadow of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Cathedral in Sibiu, Romania. This 

historic 14thcentury church was claimed as 

a Lutheran church in the 16th century by 

Germans--who founded this Transylvani-

an city--and which now houses the largest 

pipe organ in southeastern Europe.  

I had the privilege of leading a service in 

this church and celebrating communion 

on a Sunday when our tour group (led by a 

remarkable Romanian tour guide) was 

passing through Sibiu. I recall the over-

whelming feeling of standing in front of 

the church imagining the hundreds of 

thousands of Christian saints throughout 

the ages who walked the aisle of this 

church, to be fed with the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  

Seeing the fortress walls built around the 

church to protect it from invading armies, 

I realize that times have certainly changed 

since the 13th century, as I sit at the café 

next to the church enjoying a cup of coffee. 

The world is very different today, and yet, 

the message of the Gospel remains the 

same. It’s a fascinating experience to know 

that with all the social and technological 

advancements in the world, we still need 

and desire the same assurance of grace 

from God as did so many who have come 

before us. This is the great challenge for 

the church today. 

I recently led a workshop for colleague 

Pastors in which the topic was a holistic 

perspective of being church in the world. 

In our work to preserve the message of the 

Gospel in the ever-changing world we 

should strive to cultivate an important 

component of being church: 

the experience of community 

and togetherness that encap-

sulates the message we pro-

claim. This is lived out in a 

variety of ways from the 

cleanliness of the building, 

the greetings and welcome 

people receive, the develop-

ment of leaders, the ministry 

opportunities that are availa-

ble, and an overall mission of 

treating all people with re-

spect and dignity. It is quite 

interesting to me see that 

corporate America has 

adapted and renewed in ways 

that make these principles part of their 

mission.  

I am excited to note that this focus has 

been part of our mission at THE LIFE as 

we have planted the church and we contin-

ue to find ways to develop our Christian 

community and celebrate our together-

ness.  

At our congregational meeting a few weeks 

back, one of the plans I announced was 

that we are going to increase the number 

of Vicars (Pastors in training) from two to 

four. This summer Daniel Giardino and 

Brian Crocitto will begin their seminary 

studies, in the same way Vicar Schoepflin 

has been studying. They have been accept-

ed into a distance education program of 

Concordia Theological Seminary in St. 

Louis, MO, and I am honored to serve as 

their mentoring Pastor.  

Daniel will continue his job as a Compli-

ance Manager at Pitney Bowes and is 

working part time at THE LIFE leading 

our Youth and Family Ministries pro-

grams. Brian will join the staff at THE 

LIFE full time this July, and will train for 

the ministry with me, with the goal of de-

veloping a ministry plan to plant another 

church over the next 18-24 months.  We 

will celebrate and install them as Vicars in 

September, after their orientation at the 

seminary this summer.  

I am so excited to see the work that Daniel 

has already begun in the much-needed 

development of our youth and family min-
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Join us for your time of THE LIFE! 
 

Sundays Worship with Communion, 10am 

  Children’s Sunday School, 9:45am  

  Bible Study, 12pm  
   

Tuesdays Bible Study, 11am  
   

Thursdays Worship with Communion, 7pm 
 

  
 

Jun 22 CPR/AED Training, 9am 

 

Jun 30 Summer Study Begins, 11:45am 

 

 

July 7 Oscar Movie Series Begins, 10am 

 

July 8 Women’s Ministry, 7:30pm 
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E 
rica Wendt invited me to her 

warm and cozy home to chat 

about her life. She introduced 

me to her beautiful family through the 

many photographs displayed through-

out each room. Erica cherishes her fami-

ly, and I enjoyed listening to stories 

about them, especially the pride she 

shares in the successes of her three sons, 

three of the "best daughter in laws in the 

world" and her nine grandchildren. Eri-

ca is an energetic, intelligent and amus-

ing woman with a remarkable back-

ground. It was a delight getting to know 

Erica, and I am honored to introduce 

her. 

 

J: How long have you been worshipping 

at THE LIFE and what brought you here? 

E:  I guess it's been about a year and a 

half. I went to St. Stephen's Lutheran 

Church in Hicksville for over 50 years.   

As things changed and pastors came and 

went, I stopped going. I have known Hen-

ry and Loretta Kunz for over 60 years, 

and they invited me to THE LIFE.  

J:  What do you like most about THE 

LIFE? 

E:  The way Pastor Vetrano speaks. Peri-

od. End of Story.  It's like he's speaking 

directly to me. 

 

J:  What do you do outside of church? 

E:  I keep myself very busy. Every week, I 

participate in two senior exercise classes, 

including light weight lifting, a Chinese 

exercise class called Falun Dafa, which is 

similar to Tai Chi, and line dancing. I 

walk a lot, and when the weather is bad, I 

walk the stores! On Tuesdays, I visit a 

friend who has Parkinson's Disease, and 

we usually play Rummycube together. I 

listen to Irish music on the radio on Sat-

urday afternoons, something my husband 

and I always enjoyed together. In my 

spare time, I like to do word searches, 

crochet, and quilting. During the summer 

months, I swim for an hour every day at 

the neighborhood pool. Of course, on 

Sundays, I have church.   

 

J:  I know you had an interesting profes-

sional career.  Can you share some of 

your experiences?  

E:  I graduated from high school when I 

was 16 and then went to nursing school. 

While my children were very young, I 

worked in several hospitals one night a 

week. I gradually increased my hours as 

they got older. When I retired, I was the 

nurse in charge of the operating room at 

Mid-Island Hospital (which is now St. 

Joseph's).  I loved my nursing career and 

feel it has helped me to care for my hus-

band and sons while they were ill. My 

nursing background still helps me care 

for friends who have health problems.  

 

J:  How has God worked in your life? 

E:  As a child, my parents didn't attend 

church, but I had some Catholic friends, 

and I used to go with them.  When I was 

12 years old, I went to Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Middle Village, where I grew 

up, and asked the pastor how I could be-

come Lutheran! It was there that I was 

instructed, baptized and became a mem-

ber of the Lutheran Church. I was blessed 

meeting my husband because he was very 

involved in church. Unfortunately, he 

passed away 17 years ago, and I miss him 

very much. 

I've had a wonderful life, but not without 

many challenges, especially in caring for 

my husband and sons, who each had seri-

ous health problems. Without my faith, I 

don't know how I could have made it 

through.   
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Getting to Know … Erica Wendt   
  By Joni Mazer 
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Erica Wendt in her lovely Westbury 

home, with the 17-year-old plant 

given at her husband’s funeral. 



T 
he Story is a collection of the sto-

ries of the Bible, presented like a 

novel from Genesis to Revelation. 

Deacon Larry Rath has been leading study 

sessions of this book on Monday evenings 

since September. Now that they’re more 

than halfway through the series, we asked 

the group to tell of their experience with 

this study; names were optional.   

“Great study. Brings the Bible into everyday 

language. The Story puts the Bible in 

chronological order. Love the videos. Larry 

did a great job! Coffee and cake a good 

touch. Very enjoyable, learned a lot!” –

Tony Santangelo 

“Each week the topics and following discus-

sions were well-worth the time invested. 

Hoping there is a continuation after this is 

over.” 

“I so look forward to Monday evenings 

since The Story group began. Thanks to 

Deacon Larry for leading this wonderful 

study.” – Christine Ambadjes 

“There was great insight into the Bible with 

this study. With visual aids, detailed in-

structions, and a pleasant atmosphere 

served with coffee, tea and snacks being 

provided each week. An all-round wonder-

ful way to learn God's Word simply Thank 

you for the opportunity.” –  Virginia 

Gretarsson  

“Great Bible study. Very informative, great 

explanations, great group!” 

“I like this Bible Study event as it was bro-

ken down with videos and readings to an 

easily understandable level. The stories 

were interesting, and the way Deacon Larry 

presented it was enjoyable. I like the dis-

cussions and rapport that come from 

groups/Bible Studies like this.” – Nancy 

Rickmann 

“Participating in The Story Bible study is a 

wonderful opportunity. The material, both 

written and visual, is presented in an ex-

tremely, interesting format. Surpassing 

that, is the effort that Deacon Larry puts in 

to assist us in understanding the chronolo-

gy of the history and how it all came to be.” 

– Elise and John Olson 
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istries. Daniel joins us with years of 

Church experience behind him.  

Brian joins us after years of work as the 

managing partner of CHOPT restaurants 

and has worked to successfully open and 

run several of their locations. Brian 

brings a wealth of knowledge and experi-

ence, which transfers terrifically as his 

Pastoral formation begins this summer.  

I am confident that this new year of 

church will prove to be exciting, with 

many things to celebrate. With the addi-

tion of staff, Vicar Schoepflin and Vicar 

Anthony’s ordinations this fall, and the 

addition of a second worship service on 

Sundays, I am thankful to continue to 

develop the infrastructure of THE LIFE 

that preserves the experience of being 

church while we proclaim the GOOD 

NEWS of Jesus Christ.  

I am truly thankful to God for the work 

He is doing here at THE LIFE. Our pray-

er is that He is building His church to 

stand for centuries to come. 

See you in church,  

Pastor Vetrano L 

What People Had to Say about THE STORY 

The Church in God’s Time 
 Continued from page 1 
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I 
 have a new favorite shirt.  It has a 

stick figure of a man on the front of 

it in a rowboat fishing, and it states, 

“Life is Good.”  And it is! 

For all of us native Long Islanders, it has 

been a lo-o-o-ong winter!  I thought 

summer would never get here. It seems 

like lately we have only two seasons, 

cold and warm, separated by the occa-

sional wind and rain. I have to admit, I 

am not a cold weather sort, so when the 

season finally changes, I am re-

newed! There is a saying that “God is 

Good All the Time, and All the Time God 

is Good.” This is never more evident 

than this time of the year. Gone are the 

dark dreary days and longer nights. The 

grass is green, the air is warm, birds are 

chirping, flowers are blooming, and the 

fish are running.  As the seasons renew, 

I get the sense that so do we.   

Though summer can be a hectic time, 

make sure you take time to smell the 

roses. In Psalm 46:10 we are reminded 

to “Be still and know I am God.” It is in 

the quiet times that we can reflect on the 

true goodness of God’s creation. You 

might even learn something new. There 

is a saying among fishermen that “When 

it gets really quiet you can even hear the 

fish laughing at you.”    

Finally, it’s time for Claudia and I to 

take warm walks with our dog Toby, 

long bike rides, go kayaking and of 

course, go fishing! Even in the quieter 

moments, we get to sit down outside 

with our faithful canine companion and 

read a good book.   

So, here’s hoping that you are renewed 

both in health and spirit and get to enjoy 

this summer season that God has graced 

us with.   

 

Peace and Love be with you always,  

Deacon Larry 

T 
HE LIFE Lutheran Day School had its annual Art Show 

on May 22. The theme was Nursery Rhymes. Each class 

picked three nursery rhymes and then created an art 

project for each of their Nursery Rhymes.  

The show was well attended, and the parents were impressed 

with all of the art. These pictures are a snapshot of the event. 

Nursery Rhymes Come to LIFE  
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Director 

Devotion: Life Is Good 
 By Deacon Larry Rath 
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