
 

T 
he topic of conversation around 

THE LIFE the past few weeks 

has been centered on our park-

ing lot expansion project. Countless peo-

ple, on their way into church, just stop 

and look around and marvel at the mas-

sive machinery and tremendous piles of 

dirt.  

On a daily basis, you will see more than 

20 tractor trailers moving dirt in and out 

of our property. The men working on 

this project barely stop working all day 

long, and couldn’t be nicer and more 

dedicated to keeping the work in the lot 

the least disruptive to our regular 

church operations.  

After seeing the amount of work going 

on, it has become clear to all of us that 

the scope of this project is larger than 

we could have envisioned.  

I share the same excitement with the 

Day School students as each day their 

eyes widen watching the large front-

loaders and bulldozers digging, grading 

and shaping our new parking lot. I find 

it very cathartic watching the craftsmen 

smooth the concrete as it becomes our 

new walkways.  

I also marvel to think that these cement 

pathways and asphalt parking spaces 

will lead God’s people in a safer and 

more comfortable way into the church, 

to be fed with the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  

Over the past weeks, the 

church staff has learned a 

lot about asphalt, dry-

wells, concrete, and park-

ing lots. In fact, wherever 

I go now, I find myself 

“checking out” the parking 

lot and comparing it to the 

work being done at THE 

LIFE. 

 But let’s face it, parking 

lots aren’t the most excit-

ing features around. I 

can’t think of a parking lot 

where I have heard, “Hey 

have you been to that new 

place, they have the most amazing park-

ing lot.” Just doesn’t seem to happen.  

However, NOT having a parking lot, or 

having to regularly park on the grass or 

soft gravel certainly makes one appreci-

ate the smooth transition from asphalt 

to concrete as you step off the road and 

onto a solid sidewalk. 

Around the church these types of infra-

structure projects may seemingly pale in 

comparison to projects in which we are 

feeding the less fortunate or building 

homes in developing nations; however, 

the value and importance of a solid 

foundation upon which our church 

building sits should not be underesti-

mated.  

August 2019 

Please turn to page 3 

Solid Ground 

By Pastor Justin Vetrano 

Join us for your time of THE LIFE! 
 

Sundays Worship with Communion, 10am 

  Children’s Sunday School, 9:45am  
     

Thursdays Worship with Communion, 7pm 
 

  

Aug 3 LI Ducks, Tailgate and Game, 4:30pm 

 

Aug 4 Oscar Movie Series, 10am 

 

Aug 5-9 Vacation Bible School 1, 9am –noon  

 

Aug 7 Men’s Ministry, 7:30pm 

 

Aug  12 Women’s Ministry, 7:30pm 
  

Aug 19-23 Vacation Bible School 2, 9am –noon  

 

Sep 8 RibFest, 3pm 
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more comfortable 

way into the 
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fed with the    

Good News           

of Jesus Christ.  
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 (Editor’s Note:  Interview took place 

early in 2019) 

Christopher and Deanna Witt are new 

members at THE LIFE. Perhaps the lit-

tlest new member is their sweet daugh-

ter Amelia, who just turned one year 

old! If you haven’t met them yet and are 

looking around to find them, just look 

down at people’s feet. When you see 

beautiful shoes, you have found them! It 

was not only Deanna’s beautiful red 

hair, but her gorgeous shoes that I no-

ticed first. Amelia wears beautiful 

clothes, and Chris is rather trendy, too! 

But more importantly, you won’t miss 

this fashionable family’s friendliness 

and smiles. 

EB: Where did you grow up? 

DW: I grew up in Setauket and stayed 

there until I met my love, Christopher. 

Christopher’s dad was in the Army, so 

while his family is from Oyster Bay and 

he spent most of his life there, he was 

actually born in Savannah, GA—an Army 

Brat.  
EB: Where do you work? 

DW:  I’m a District Manager in the re-

tail business. Work takes me all over 

Long Island, the Bronx, and Westches-

ter. The traffic can be exhausting, but the 

people that I work with and meet every 

day make it worth it. Christopher works 

in Midtown, NYC, as a writer. He feels 

the same way I do; it’s all about the peo-

ple. He may not be writing the “next 

great American novel,” but at least he’s 

still doing what he loves, with smart and 

interesting people.  

EB:  How long have you been coming to 

THE LIFE? 

DW:  We’re coming up on a year! Wow, 

how time flies! It might sound strange to 

say or hear that Pastor Justin and I grew 

up together. Back in the day, we had a lot 

of the same friends, grew up 

in the same schools and went 

to the same church. We were 

also super active in Youth 

Group. A lot of time had 

passed, but I was still famil-

iar with the good work that 

he was doing. I was so glad to 

see that THE LIFE became 

such a happy place for him 

and so many other people. I 

wanted so badly to be part of 

something special again. It 

made sense to reach out to 

Pastor Justin and ask about 

coming to a service. The 

warmth that he shared was 

immediately felt, and we fi-

nally became members.  

EB:  Tell us one of your ear-

liest memories from being in 

a church.  

DW:  Sunday school, be-

tween Services. My parents 

would be at Bible Study or Choir Re-

hearsal while we went. After that we’d go 

to the 11am Service. When older, I 

helped teach VBS, did some mission 

work and sang in the church choir. 

EB: THE LIFE hosts many fun events 

each year. Do you have a favorite event 

or are there any events you look forward 

to attending?  

DW: My favorite event was the Chris-

tening of our daughter, Amelia. I feel like 

I’m still glowing from the experience. It 

was perfect. Pastor Justin arranged for 

some of my favorite hymns to be in the 

service. The church was packed with our 

friends and family, and the ceremony 

and sermon were incredible. We still 

have people telling us how they want to 

come to church with us. We always reply 

with, “You’re always welcome!” 
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Getting to Know … Deanna & Christopher Witt 
  By Elisa Bruno 
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The Witt Family: Christopher and Deanna, with their 

daughter, Amelia. 
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beat on that house, but it did not fall, 

because it had been founded on the 

rock.”  

The Good News of God’s love for us in 

Jesus Christ is the true foundation of 

God’s church. We, the church, the body 

of Christ, stand firmly on God’s promis-

es in our lives, as we remember who we 

truly are, as baptized children of God.  

God has also blessed us with a commu-

nity of people with whom to share this 

journey, and we gather as God’s people 

to be fed and nourished by God’s Word 

and Sacrament. 

What a great joy it is for us to have a 

solid foundation for our faith, and our 

church building as well. The conven-

ience, safety and stability of a new 

parking lot is not the most exciting of 

all projects. However, this solid infra-

structure will enable the church to grow 

and better serve those who call THE 

LIFE their church home.  

In the words of one of the Day School 

students, “This parking lot is going to 

be awesome.” 

 On Christ, the solid rock we stand,  

 Pastor Vetrano L 

This truth speaks volumes into our lives 

as well. For the myriad things we do, the 

activities in which we are involved, the 

people we seek to serve, the dreams we 

have, the goals we set; without a solid 

foundation upon which to stand we lose 

ourselves, or at the least, end up with a 

real mess in our lives, as we trudge 

through soft gravel and wet muddy 

grass.  

Jesus says “Everyone then who hears 

these words of mine and does them will 

be like a wise person who built their   
house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and 

the floods came, and the winds blew and 

What a great 

joy it is for      

us to have a 

solid founda-

tion for our 

faith, and our 

church building 

as well.  

Solid Ground 
Continued from page 1 

Children and adults find something 

very mesmerizing about watching a 

bulldozer carve out drainage for the 

new parking lot.   

A new, smooth 

walkway wel-

comes mem-

bers, guests, 

and visitors to 

THE LIFE.  
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M 
any of us are reliving the 

nostalgia of our youth or 

younger family life these 

days with some of our favorite movies 

from the 1990s coming out again in 

remakes or sequels—Toy Story, Lion 

King, Beauty and the Beast to name a 

few.   

One particular favorite has been Alad-

din. Our family had the opportunity 

this summer to see Aladdin on Broad-

way which was an amazing experi-

ence. James Monroe Iglehart has car-

ried on the comedic entertainment of 

Genie with his own spin. My daughter 

had seen the live ac-

tion Aladdin remake just before the 

Broadway show so she had just seen 

Will Smith in this role. And we all 

can’t forget the original 1992 role of 

Genie played by the late great Robin 

Williams. So, who played the role 

best? I’ll let you debate that over din-

ner with family and friends.   

Genie is a lovable character, some-

what relatable to our friend who al-

ways has a quick comeback keeping us 

laughing, but can be serious when 

needed.  As myths go, Genie lives in a 

lamp and serves a master, who is the 

person who rubs the lamp. Genie 

grants three wishes and can make the 

world Aladdin’s playground. Unfortu-

nately, Genie is bound to the lamp and 

longs for freedom. Sound familiar? 

Kind of like the old law or sin that 

bound us.  

Aladdin promises to give Genie free-

dom with his third and last wish.   

(Spoiler Alert) after much debate, 

grappling with going back on his 

word, Aladdin does set Genie FREE. 

This is cause for great celebration and 

makes for an amazing ending. Howev-

er, for us this has already been accom-

plished, thanks to JESUS!   

Reading John 8: So if the Son sets you 

free, you will be free indeed. Through 

Jesus we are given that freedom. We 

don’t need to look for this freedom 

among men, but look to our Father. 

Our “golden cuffs” have fallen off! We 

get to continue Genie’s celebration 

daily knowing this TRUTH. 

Devotion:  Freedom in Christ 
 By Vicar Dan Giardino 

L 

L 

B 
ulldozers, backhoes, and 

cranes, oh my! It has been 

fascinating to watch the 

construction of the new parking lot. 

The children enrolled in the Sum-

mer Program have been mesmer-

ized. While outside playing, they 

would just hang on to the fence and 

watch for their entire outside play-

time, if we allowed them.  

Besides being entertained by the 

construction, the summer program 

has been very busy with some new 

activities. Soccer Shots came in on 

Wednesdays, when each group par-

ticipated in a half hour of instruc-

tional soccer. The children loved it!  

 

During Carnival Week a clown came 

in to entertain the children and 

make balloon creations. The Long 

Island Children’s Museum brought 

in some bugs for the children to 

touch and learn about for Bug Week. 

The Petting Zoo was a lot of fun, 

though some of the children did not 

like feeding the animals. They said it 

felt “yucky.”  

For the last week the theme was 

Rainbows. The campers loved doing 

movement activities that were all 

centered on colors provided by Kids 

in Motion.  Not only did the children 

enjoy the new program; the parents 

and teachers did, too! 

The Summer of Fun 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

Clowning around at THE LIFE. 

So if the Son sets 

you free, you will 

be free indeed.  
John 8:36 


