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The Summer of Fun 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

B 
ulldozers, backhoes, and 

cranes, oh my! It has been 

fascinating to watch the 

construction of the new parking lot. 

The children enrolled in the Sum-

mer Program have been mesmer-

ized. While outside playing, they 

would just hang on to the fence and 

watch for their entire outside play-

time, if we allowed them.  

Besides being entertained by the 

construction, the summer program 

has been very busy with some new 

activities. Soccer Shots came in on 

Wednesdays, when each group par-

ticipated in a half hour of instruc-

tional soccer. The children loved it!  

During Carnival Week a clown came 

in to entertain the children and 

make balloon creations. The Long 

Island Children’s Museum brought 

in some bugs for the children to 

touch and learn about for Bug Week. 

The Petting Zoo was a lot of fun, 

though some of the children did not 

like feeding the animals. They said it 

felt “yucky.”  

For the last week the theme was 

Rainbows. The campers loved doing 

movement activities that were all 

centered on colors provided by Kids 

in Motion.  Not only did the children 

enjoy the new program; the parents 

and teachers did, too! 
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Clowning around at THE LIFE. 
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Two’s, Two’s and More Two’s 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

T 
wo’s are the new three’s. Over the past two years 

there has been a lot of enrollment and interest in 

the Day School’s two-year-old program.  

This year we added an additional afternoon two-year class, 

and it’s full. The parents are so eager to have their children 

at THE LIFE, they are forgoing an afternoon nap for a two-

year-old! 

With the addition of the class, there are also a new teacher 

and an assistant, Denise Pistocchi and Denise Klappert. 

The school also welcomes, Peggy Schlatter as a new pre-k 

teacher. Additionally, Claudia Rath will be the new adminis-

trative assistant to help with all aspects of the school. We are 

very blessed to have these four incredible women joining 

and sharing in the ministry of the school. 

Children in our two-year-

olds sessions have fun 

and also learn to work 

together on puzzles.  



T 
HE LIFE Lutheran Day School had its annual Art 

Show on May 22. The theme was Nursery Rhymes. 

Each class picked three nursery rhymes and then 

created an art project for each of their Nursery Rhymes.  

The show was well attended, and the parents were im-

pressed with all of the art. These pictures are a snapshot of 

the event. 

Nursery Rhymes Come To LIFE  
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Director 

T 
he Carle Place Fire Department brought their fire truck to 

THE LIFE Lutheran Day School for two days in November to 

do a fire safety presentation with the three-and four-year-old 

classes.   

Led by Mr. Geddish, a Day School dad, the children learned about fire 

safety, put on a fireman’s coat, were introduced to fire tools and sat in 

the fire truck! The children loved it.   

A big shout out to the other fire dads who came by and helped out 

with the visit. Thank you!  

  

Fire Department Visits THE LIFE Day School 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Director 

What could be better than sitting in a real fire truck?  

The children learned about the important work of fire fighters. 
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School Year Begins with New Faces and Spaces 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Director 

I 
t was a busy summer at THE LIFE 

Lutheran Day School. The Summer 

Program had its all-time highest 

enrollment; my office was renovated (it’s 

beautiful); new cabinets were hung in the 

classrooms; and we added a new class-

room. The addition of the new classroom 

is because the school keeps growing and 

growing, but the growth spurt has come 

to an end. We have taken over every pos-

sible inch of the church. The school is a 

perfect size, small enough to still have its 

warm coziness. 

Along with the enrollment, there was 

also an addition of four new staff mem-

bers. 

Joan Donohue, teaching 

pre-k, Susan Good, pre-k 

assistant, Lisa Vigo, assis-

tant in the two- and three

-year-old class, and Lisa 

Esposito, floater and after

-care assistant.  

It was not an easy task to 

find people who would be 

a perfect fit, but we are 

blessed to have found 

these four fabulous wom-

en. They are just as excit-

ed to be here as we are to 

have them as part of THE 

LIFE Family.   

Pre-K students find their new classroom especially com-

fortable and inspiring for working on their self-portraits.  
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D 
oodlin’ DaVinci is an art program 

at THE LIFE Lutheran Day 

School where the three-and four-

year-old classes learn about famous artists 

and then create their own artwork based 

on one of the artist’s creations.  

The program exposes the children to 

art appreciation in an age-appropriate 

experience. Doodlin’ DaVinci’s is the 

brain child of Elisa Bruno. She spear-

headed its inception five years ago, and 

it’s still going strong. 

Ms Rosaleigh Rick, the current teacher 

of the program, loves learning about 

new artists when she does her plan-

ning. Ms. Rick said, “I enjoy how each 

child uses their own interpretation 

when doing the art.” 

The most recent artist the children 

learned about is Gustav Klimt. The 

children recreated his Tannenwald, a 

picture of birch tress. Ms. Rick used 

Mr. Klimt’s art to teach the children 

about depth and texture. 

The children love when they have Doo-

dlin’ DaVinci; it’s an opportunity for 

them to experience different forms of 

art media. 

Doodlin’ DaVinci’s 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Director 

Intent on their creations, the children 

base their artwork on the work of a fa-

mous artist.  

Day School students proudly display their 

masterpieces. 

Reprint from LIFELine Newsletter—November 2018 



Reprint from LIFELine Newsletter—June/July 2018 

T 
he warm weather is finally arriving. It 

puts everyone in a good mood. Soon 

enough the children will be off from 

school…now what? Keeping children occu-

pied every day for the summer is a very scary 

thought. If they’re not busy they are either 

nagging you, destroying your house or have 

become molded into the couch watching TV.  

Let’s be honest; you need to have had to hit 

Lotto to do all the fun, amazing things Long 

Island and NY City has to offer. The free obvi-

ous options are: going to the beach, a park, or 

visiting with friends. 

There are some fun options that won’t break 

the bank, but it does involve interaction with 

your child. A favorite of mine is taking the 

double decker train from East Williston train 

station to Oyster Bay. There’s a great park 

and ice cream store within walking distance 

of the train.  

Many hours can be spent walking around 

Central Park, there’s always some form of 

entertainment in the park and it’s free! 

If you would rather hang home; go on an al-

phabet scavenger hunt, count how many dif-

ferent bugs you can find in the yard, let kids 

paint each other with washable tempera 

paint, then wash off in the sprinklers, create 

three dimensional buildings using toothpicks 

and marshmallows, and of course you can 

always make slime! The Internet is an excel-

lent resource for finding activities for children 

that won’t break the bank.  

The other obvious option is sending the chil-

dren to camp. I hear THE LIFE has a great 

one! 

Summer Fun 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director\ 

Summer fun at THE LIFE Summer Pro-

gram.  

T 
ime really does fly when you 

are having fun! It is safe to say 

that the campers as well as the 

staff had a great time at camp this 

summer. As THE LIFE Day School 

continues to grow, so does summer 

camp. It was nice to see so many chil-

dren come to camp and enjoy it so 

much.    

This year’s themes included: welcome 

to summer, patriotic week, the zoo, 

camping, and Eric Carle. The children 

worked hard to make some very cool 

projects and learn new songs. We 

made newspaper sharks, patriotic hats, zoo 

animals, smore’s, and hungry caterpillars. 

During camping week, the children really 

enjoyed sitting around the “campfire,” sing-

ing songs and telling spooky stories! I loved 

hearing all the creative and wacky stories 

the children came up with. 

At camp we enjoyed playing with 

playdoh, creating masterpieces 

with watercolor, going on scaven-

ger hunts, and let’s not forget play-

ing with shaving cream! They 

painted themselves and their peers 

in shaving cream and loved every 

second of it. What’s more fun than 

getting messy?! 

The children really loved water 

days. They played in the sprinkler 

and water table with water toys. 

The children even started their 

own Car Wash! They used sponges 

and paintbrushes to wash the cars on the 

playground! It was great to see the children 

having so much fun throughout the day. 

Summer Program: Play, Create, Learn 
 By Lauren Cassino, Assistant 

A favorite activity of THE LIFE Summer Program includes 

shaving cream fun! 
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T 
HE LIFE Lutheran Day School is 

blessed with amazing families. 

This year we started a committee 

of parents wanting to be more involved in 

the school.  We’ve had two 

meetings so far.  During 

these meetings we discuss 

concerns, suggestions and 

ideas to make the Day 

School even better. 

I have taken a few sugges-

tions into consideration 

and implemented some of 

them. One in particular is 

more posts on Facebook.  I 

try to strive for one posting 

a week. 

Another great outcome was 

having events organized 

and run by the parents. The first will be a 

Valentine’s dance on Friday, Feb. 9. The 

dance will have a DJ, cupcake decorating, 

craft table and a photo booth. The room 

will be decorated with white cloth table-

cloths and lots of balloons and hearts. 

The parents are also organizing a fund-

raiser in April of painting distressed wood 

pallets.  This is an adult-only event. The 

proceeds will go to offset some of the 

costs of our in-house field trips. 

Thank you to the parents for wanting to 

be involved, for sharing their precious 

children and celebrating the good news 

that is happening at THE LIFE.  

Truly blessed! 

 

THE LIFE’s Big Blessings 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

In-house field trip, “Bubble Pop,” presented by The 

Long Island Children's Museum.  
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Q 
 and U tied the knot in 

February. It was a union 

of two letters that are 

rarely apart. They can’t produce 

a word without each other. The 

four-year-old classes participat-

ed in the wedding of Q and U to 

reinforce their letter recognition. 

The children made a runner, 

decorations and even had a small 

reception as part of the celebra-

tion.   

The wedding was performed in 

the sanctuary, with two Q 

grooms and two U brides (one 

from each class).   

The guest list was comprised of 

the other students in the classes. The 

guests wore letter hats of their favorite 

letter. Paper flower petals and flower let-

ters were scattered by the guests as the 

brides and grooms proceeded 

down the aisle.  

The guests then went back to the 

reception hall (the classrooms) 

and enjoyed some Rice Krispy 

wedding cake and champagne 

colored apple juice.   

Hopefully it will be a wedding 

the guests never forget as they 

continue their journey of letters 

and words into their future 

school experiences.   

We wish the Q grooms and U 

brides many years of marital 

bliss as they continue to grace 

the pages of books for eternity. 

A Wedding at the Day School 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director\ 

THE LIFE Lutheran Church hosts the wedding of Q and U.  


