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Day School Welcomes New Teachers 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

T 
HE LIFE Lutheran Day 

School is happy to announce 

the addition of three new staff 

members.  Mrs. Murphy is the new 

three-year-old teacher, who is replac-

ing Mrs. Winter.  Mrs. Winter worked 

at the Day School for 17 years and 

was a dedicated, nurturing teacher.  

She moved on to a full time job.  

Mrs. Murphy comes with years of 

experience working in preschool.  She 

is very excited to be working with the 

little ones again after she sent her 

twins off to college in September.  

The school also has two new assistant 

teachers. Mrs. Amatulli, or Mrs. Sam, as 

the children refer to her, and Nicole 

Schmidt, or Miss Nicole. Mrs. Sam is 

working in the four-year-old class,  

happy to be working part-time so 

she can still spend time with her two 

daughters, her husband and many 

cats. (She rescues them)  

Miss Nicole is a recent graduate 

from SUNY Oneonta and is working 

toward her master’s degree in School 

Psychology. Miss Nicole works with 

the three-year-old class assisting 

Mrs. Rick.  

THE LIFE Family is growing by leaps 

and bounds, with new students, parents, 

siblings and staff! 

 New teachers join staff at THE LIFE Day School, 

(from left) Sam Amatulli, Nicole Schmidt, and 

Donna Murphy. 
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THE LIFE Lutheran Day School               
Now Offers “In House Field Trips” 
 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

T 
he Day School is excited 

about our new program for 

the school year.  The children 

will be participating in “In House 

Field Trips. 

I’m sure you’re wondering what an 

In House Field Trip is. It’s when the 

program visits THE LIFE Day 

School. 

Our first “IHFT” was a huge success. 

Chris Petti came in and led a drum 

cylinder workshop with the children.  

They banged on a cylinder with 

drumsticks to different patterns and 

songs.  

We are planning to have an IHFT 

once a month. Our next one will be 

in January. The Long Island Chil-

dren’s museum will be bringing 

“Bubble Pop.” I’m sure the children 

will have a blast with that.  

Also Pet Land will visit with animals, 

a nutritionist from Shop Rite and 

The Butterfly Lady will bring a pres-

entation to correlate with the four-

year-old science unit on the lifecycle 

of a butterfly.   

The children love having new experi-

ences — and the teachers enjoy it 

too! 

The children enjoyed tapping rhythms on 

drum cylinders.  
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Ahhh, Summertime! 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

T 
he weather is beautiful, barbecues , 

hot dogs, beach, and NO SCHOOL!  

The summer, a time that can be-

come relaxing, yet stressful. “How will I do 

this all day for two months?”  “I can’t en-

tertain them all those hours!” “The sun 

never goes down!” “They’re hungry 

again?!?”   

I’m sure some or maybe all of those 

thoughts have run through the heads of 

parents in anticipation of the summer 

break. It’s not easy having little people 

depending on you for everything from 

dawn to dusk, but remember, September 

always comes.   

Some suggestions to help get you through 

the summer: 

Stay calm and be positive!  Walk away if 

you have to; you’re human, and nobody is 

able to handle the demands of a child for 

24 hours a day.  Make sure they are safe 

and sit somewhere and just breathe. It’s 

better then the alternative. 

Be prepared.  Have a plan for the day, even 

if it’s bringing out buckets of water and 

sponges and have them clean the exterior 

of the house. The simplest activities are 

most often the most enjoyable, by every-

one. Stock the house with watercolors and 

play dough—things  you would never use 

inside! Pinterest is a great resource. 

Enroll them in a summer program.  THE 

LIFE has a great one! 

Have down days! Watch a movie with 

them, bake some cookies, have the chil-

dren help you fold laundry. Children love 

to sort, let them match the socks. 

Take time for yourself, you’ve earned it 

and need it. You can’t be the best parent 

you can be if you aren’t taking care of your 

needs. And by needs, I don’t mean a 

shower!  If you like to go shopping, go out 

one night and just browse. Join a summer 

book club, online, read when you can en-

joy it. If golfing is your thing, get up very 

early on a Sunday, but make sure there is 

someone else at home! 

Summer is a great time to reconnect as a 

family. There aren’t the demands of school 

and other activities. It’s a time to relax and 

enjoy your children. You can never get this 

time back, so when they run in the house 

covered in mud from being in the sprin-

kler, try to laugh and grab the camera. 

Who knows? It might be the next Insta-

gram sensation! 
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Wow!! 
By  Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

T 
HE LIFE Lutheran Day School has 

had an incredible year!  It all started 

in January, the phone started ring-

ing…a lot!  There was a buzz in the air about 

the school. I was doing 3 to -7 tours a week. 

The three-year-old program was full by 

March 1, unheard of, a phenomenon. My 

head was spinning, the phone was still ring-

ing, what was I going to do?   

Brainstorming with Pastor Vetrano helped; 

we decided to open a third three-year-old 

class on Tuesdays and Thursdays, we have 

never done this before. The third class was 

full by May 10.  Wow!!   

Typically I am doing tours during the sum-

mer to fill the classes. This summer, there 

won’t be any tours. The school is at 98 per-

cent capacity. There are only two spots left in 

the four-year-old classes, and I have two 

tours next week, keep your fingers crossed.   

“Why?” you are thinking; well, so was I.  I 

attribute the increase from 64 children in the 

current year (2016-17) to a hopeful 91 stu-

dents for (2017-18) to the wonderful staff 

and parents at THE LIFE.  

The teachers and assistants have created a 

warm and welcoming environment for the 

children, and the parents do notice.  They are 

telling two friends, and the two friends are 

then telling two friends and so on and so on.   

Thank you to the parents at THE LIFE family 

for all of the positive energy and praise, and 

for sharing their adorable children! 

Lasting friendships begin at THE LIFE 

Lutheran Day School.  



Amazing Nights for Family Fun 
 By  Lauren Cassino 
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F 
amily Fun Night is a great opportu-

nity for children to spend time with 

their classmates and family while 

they play, explore, and create. For Octo-

ber’s Family Fun Night, children dressed 

up in their 

Halloween 

Costumes, 

decorated 

pumpkins, 

explored in a 

spooky sen-

sory table, 

played with 

Play-Doh 

and had a 

dance party.  

In Decem-

ber, the chil-

dren made candy 

cane tree ornaments, 

decorated ice cream 

cones as Christmas 

trees, made snowmen 

out of marshmallows, 

played with pepper-

mint moon dough and 

shaving cream. 

February’s theme is 

Valentines. We will 

have a Valentines 

themed sensory table 

and hopscotch. Children can make heart 

paintings, bead bracelets and necklaces, 

and play with glittery slime.  

Family Fun Night is held on the third Fri-

day every other month from 7:00 to 8:30 

p.m. All family and friends are welcome. 

Every Family Fun Night has a different and 

exciting theme and is filled with fun activi-

ties, crafts, and snacks for the children. 

Hope to see you there! 

Family Fun Nights include 

making a craft the children 

can take home. 

O-o-ooh, what fun! The children really get into a big pile of 

shaving cream at the sensory table.  
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End the Day with a Song 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 
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O 
ne of my favorite parts of my job is 

that I get to wander the class-

rooms throughout the day. I usu-

ally start off in the two-year-old class while 

they are doing Freeze Dance or Animal 

Action. It’s incredible how much rhythm a 

two-year-old has, but it’s uninhibited 

rhythm that only a two- year-old can have. 

I’m convinced one little boy has springs on 

his feet they way he bops around the room.   

I will join in with the teachers as they are 

enjoying dancing as much as the children 

do. Mrs. Henriquez can really bust a move.  

 I will then visit Mrs. Zawadka’s three-year-

old class. She loves to sing with them dur-

ing Circle Time.  I‘m amazed that three-

year-olds know all the words to the song 

about the flag, “Red, White and Blue.”     

My next stop is Mrs. Winter’s three-year-

old class having snack, they sing a prayer 

before snack, pretending to be Superman 

with their arms, “Thank You, God, for giv-

ing us Food.” It’s so adorable to see them 

taking off into flight.   

I’ll end the school day in the four-year-old 

room. Mrs. Schroder has the children lined 

up, coats and backpacks on, ending the day 

“dancing it out” to their favorite song, 

“Can’t Stop the Feeling.”     

Often I’ll go to bed at night with visions of 

the children singing throughout the day, do 

a little rewind in my head and end my day 

with a song. 

The four-year-olds jam to “Can’t Stop the Feeling.” 
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W 
ow!  I can’t believe THE LIFE 

Lutheran Day School is only 

just finishing up the second 

week of school. It’s been so busy here!  

The school year started off with our usu-

ally few criers in the two-year-old classes 

and a couple of three-year-olds wanting 

their mommies.  Everyone (almost every-

one) has settled in and is enjoying school, 

their classmates and teachers. 

During the first week of school, Wayne 

Balling, Peter Balling and Max Waage 

worked tirelessly making a sandbox for the 

Day School. It came out great. The chil-

dren can’t wait for the sand to be delivered 

to dig right in.  

Phase 3 of the playground renovation 

will be done by the time you read this. 

There will be sand in the sandbox and 

a surface surrounding it. 

The Day School is excited about our 

returning enrichment programs: 

Chapel with Pastor Vetrano, Doodlin 

DaVinci’s, and Soccer Shots.  

This year we are thankful to be part of 

Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Nutri-

tion Program. The children in the 

three- and four-year-old classes will be 

learning about nutrition and healthy 

eating habits.  Stay tuned; I’m sure 

there is an article in the works about 

this program. 

Busy, Busy, Busy 
 By Lisa Dennelly 

What better way to start Day School than    

with the perfect shirt!  

L 
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Santa’s Spies 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Director of THE LIFE Day School 

L 

S 
parky, Skippy, Bobby, Duke, 

Charlie, Chippy, and T.J. Do 

you know what all those 

names have in common? They are 

spies for Santa Claus.  

All of them appear 

around this time of 

year.   

According to three-

year-old Caroline, her 

elf talks to Santa and tells him “if 

you’re naughty or good; no presents or 

yes presents.”     

Matteo claims Duke flies to the North 

Pole and tells Santa if you should get 

coal because when you’re bad you get 

coal. Matteo says he has actually seen 

Duke fly around his house.    

Anthony’s elf, Joey likes to dump the 

snacks and squeeze all the toothpaste 

out.   

T.J. who lives at Jake’s house actually 

used Jake’s toothbrush one night.  

Yuck!   

Jacinda’s elf, Chippy, drives from up-

stairs to downstairs, and Lilly’s elf 

hangs out in the backpack that belongs 

to her brother, Connor.   

Some of the children’s elves haven’t 

come to visit yet.  

It will be exciting to talk with the classes 

again in a couple of weeks to hear more 

about the elf adventures occurring in 

the homes of the children at THE LIFE 

Lutheran Day School. 

 

 

Reprint from LIFELine Newsletter—December/January 2016-17 



M 
ajor renovation is underway at 

THE LIFE Lutheran Day 

School’s playground. The first 

phase was the removal of 

the sand, and a  rubberized 

material put down under the 

play structure in place of it.   

Also, a rubberized road was 

poured over the blacktop to 

create a safer and more road

-like appearance.  The chil-

dren in the summer pro-

gram, as well as their par-

ents, are loving it.  

The next part of the renova-

tion is for the play structure 

to get a new coat of paint, 

and the benches and play-

house will get freshened up 

with new wood. 

Wayne Balling, member of THE LIFE, has 

graciously agreed to build a new sandbox 

for the Day School. 

We hope to have all of this completed by 

the start of the new school year in Septem-

ber. 

Day School Playground Gets Facelift 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Director 

Newly renovated playground welcomes children for  

outdoor playtime. 

New rubberized surfaces provide safe 

roadways for riding the Day School’s tricy-

cles and child-size cars. 

T 
he Very Hungry Caterpillar, If You Give  A Pig 

a Party, Pete the Cat …  these are some of the 

beloved books children at THE LIFE Lutheran 

Day School enjoy.   

The theme of this year’s annual Art Show is “Authors,”  

and will be held on Wednesday, May 11. Each teacher 

chose an author, reading four of the authors’ books and 

doing an art project based on each book.  

The classes are busy with papier-mâché, finger painting, 

salt dough and various other art media.  One class is 

collecting shoe boxes; it will be very interesting to see 

what they will have been transformed into. 

It’s always exciting to come to the Art Show and see the 

amazing works of art created by the students at THE 

LIFE.  Keep the date open: May 11, from 6:30 to 8:00 

p.m.! 

Amazing Art 
  By Lisa Dennelley, Director 

Inspired by their favorite storybooks, the children create interesting 

works of art with paper-mâché. 
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