
Amazing Nights for Family Fun 
 By  Lauren Cassino 

L 

F 
amily Fun Night is a great opportu-

nity for children to spend time with 

their classmates and family while 

they play, explore, and create. For Octo-

ber’s Family Fun Night, children dressed 

up in their 

Halloween 

Costumes, 

decorated 

pumpkins, 

explored in a 

spooky sen-

sory table, 

played with 

Play-Doh 

and had a 

dance party.  

In Decem-

ber, the chil-

dren made candy 

cane tree ornaments, 

decorated ice cream 

cones as Christmas 

trees, made snowmen 

out of marshmallows, 

played with pepper-

mint moon dough and 

shaving cream. 

February’s theme is 

Valentines. We will 

have a Valentines 

themed sensory table 

and hopscotch. Children can make heart 

paintings, bead bracelets and necklaces, 

and play with glittery slime.  

Family Fun Night is held on the third Fri-

day every other month from 7:00 to 8:30 

p.m. All family and friends are welcome. 

Every Family Fun Night has a different and 

exciting theme and is filled with fun activi-

ties, crafts, and snacks for the children. 

Hope to see you there! 

Family Fun Nights include 

making a craft the children 

can take home. 

O-o-ooh, what fun! The children really get into a big pile of 

shaving cream at the sensory table.  
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End the Day with a Song 
 By  Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

L 

O 
ne of my favorite parts of my job is 

that I get to wander the class-

rooms throughout the day. I usu-

ally start off in the two-year-old class while 

they are doing Freeze Dance or Animal 

Action. It’s incredible how much rhythm a 

two-year-old has, but it’s uninhibited 

rhythm that only a two- year-old can have. 

I’m convinced one little boy has springs on 

his feet they way he bops around the room.   

I will join in with the teachers as they are 

enjoying dancing as much as the children 

do. Mrs. Henriquez can really bust a move.  

 I will then visit Mrs. Zawadka’s three-year-

old class. She loves to sing with them dur-

ing Circle Time.  I‘m amazed that three-

year-olds know all the words to the song 

about the flag, “Red, White and Blue.”     

My next stop is Mrs. Winter’s three-year-

old class having snack, they sing a prayer 

before snack, pretending to be Superman 

with their arms, “Thank You, God, for giv-

ing us Food.” It’s so adorable to see them 

taking off into flight.   

I’ll end the school day in the four-year-old 

room. Mrs. Schroder has the children lined 

up, coats and backpacks on, ending the day 

“dancing it out” to their favorite song, 

“Can’t Stop the Feeling.”     

Often I’ll go to bed at night with visions of 

the children singing throughout the day, do 

a little rewind in my head and end my day 

with a song. 

The four-year-olds jam to “Can’t Stop the Feeling.” 
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W 
ow!  I can’t believe THE LIFE 

Lutheran Day School is only 

just finishing up the second 

week of school. It’s been so busy here!  

The school year started off with our usu-

ally few criers in the two-year-old classes 

and a couple of three-year-olds wanting 

their mommies.  Everyone (almost every-

one) has settled in and is enjoying school, 

their classmates and teachers. 

During the first week of school, Wayne 

Balling, Peter Balling and Max Waage 

worked tirelessly making a sandbox for the 

Day School. It came out great. The chil-

dren can’t wait for the sand to be delivered 

to dig right in.  

Phase 3 of the playground renovation 

will be done by the time you read this. 

There will be sand in the sandbox and 

a surface surrounding it. 

The Day School is excited about our 

returning enrichment programs: 

Chapel with Pastor Vetrano, Doodlin 

DaVinci’s, and Soccer Shots.  

This year we are thankful to be part of 

Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Nutri-

tion Program. The children in the 

three- and four-year-old classes will be 

learning about nutrition and healthy 

eating habits.  Stay tuned; I’m sure 

there is an article in the works about 

this program. 

Busy, Busy, Busy 
 By Lisa Dennelly 

What better way to start Day School than    

with the perfect shirt!  

L 
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Santa’s Spies 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Director of THE LIFE Day School 

L 

S 
parky, Skippy, Bobby, Duke, 

Charlie, Chippy, and T.J. Do 

you know what all those 

names have in common? They are 

spies for Santa Claus.  

All of them appear 

around this time of 

year.   

According to three-

year-old Caroline, her 

elf talks to Santa and tells him “if 

you’re naughty or good; no presents or 

yes presents.”     

Matteo claims Duke flies to the North 

Pole and tells Santa if you should get 

coal because when you’re bad you get 

coal. Matteo says he has actually seen 

Duke fly around his house.    

Anthony’s elf, Joey likes to dump the 

snacks and squeeze all the toothpaste 

out.   

T.J. who lives at Jake’s house actually 

used Jake’s toothbrush one night.  

Yuck!   

Jacinda’s elf, Chippy, drives from up-

stairs to downstairs, and Lilly’s elf 

hangs out in the backpack that belongs 

to her brother, Connor.   

Some of the children’s elves haven’t 

come to visit yet.  

It will be exciting to talk with the classes 

again in a couple of weeks to hear more 

about the elf adventures occurring in 

the homes of the children at THE LIFE 

Lutheran Day School. 
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M 
ajor renovation is underway at 

THE LIFE Lutheran Day 

School’s playground. The first 

phase was the removal of 

the sand, and a  rubberized 

material put down under the 

play structure in place of it.   

Also, a rubberized road was 

poured over the blacktop to 

create a safer and more road

-like appearance.  The chil-

dren in the summer pro-

gram, as well as their par-

ents, are loving it.  

The next part of the renova-

tion is for the play structure 

to get a new coat of paint, 

and the benches and play-

house will get freshened up 

with new wood. 

Wayne Balling, member of THE LIFE, has 

graciously agreed to build a new sandbox 

for the Day School. 

We hope to have all of this completed by 

the start of the new school year in Septem-

ber. 

Day School Playground Gets Facelift 
 By Lisa Dennelly, Director 

Newly renovated playground welcomes children for  

outdoor playtime. 

New rubberized surfaces provide safe 

roadways for riding the Day School’s tricy-

cles and child-size cars. 

T 
he Very Hungry Caterpillar, If You Give  A Pig 

a Party, Pete the Cat …  these are some of the 

beloved books children at THE LIFE Lutheran 

Day School enjoy.   

The theme of this year’s annual Art Show is “Authors,”  

and will be held on Wednesday, May 11. Each teacher 

chose an author, reading four of the authors’ books and 

doing an art project based on each book.  

The classes are busy with papier-mâché, finger painting, 

salt dough and various other art media.  One class is 

collecting shoe boxes; it will be very interesting to see 

what they will have been transformed into. 

It’s always exciting to come to the Art Show and see the 

amazing works of art created by the students at THE 

LIFE.  Keep the date open: May 11, from 6:30 to 8:00 

p.m.! 

Amazing Art 
  By Lisa Dennelley, Director 

Inspired by their favorite storybooks, the children create interesting 

works of art with paper-mâché. 
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T 
HE LIFE Lutheran Day School 

has settled into a great new year.  

The first few weeks were a bit 

unsettled, but with the grace of God all is 

good! Two of our beloved staff members 

got the opportunity to work in the public 

schools. We were very sad to see Mrs. 

Asaro and Mrs. Murphy leave us (I think 

they were just as sad as we were!) With 

the growth of the school we also had to 

add a new Pre-K teacher and teacher 

assistant and there is a new teacher in a 

Pre-K class.   

With four new staff members the Day 

School is presented with a great opportu-

nity to embrace the exciting ideas they 

have to enhance our curriculum.  

 

“Change always comes bearing 

gifts.”- Price Pritchett 

In photo, from left: Rhonda Sutton, 

Pre-K teacher. Ms. Sutton loves to 

think out of the box.  She is making 

learning the alphabet so much fun! 

Marisol Laveris, Pre-K assistant. 

Loving and nurturing describes 

what you feel when you meet Mrs. 

Laveris. She fits in perfectly at THE 

LIFE. 

Brittney Bonasia, Two-Year Old 

assistant. Miss Brittney is often on 

the floor playing with the children. She is 

the perfect role model to help the Twos 

learn how to share and play. 

Kori Schroeder, Pe-K teacher. A month 

has gone by and the true Mrs. Schroeder 

is coming out. She loves to be silly and 

playful with the children while sneaking 

in academics. 

Change Always Comes Bearing Gifts 
 By Lisa Dennelly 
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W 
ednesday and Thursday after-

noons from 1:10 to 1:45 you’ll 

hear children running, bounc-

ing balls and yelling, “GOAL!” It’s Soccer 

Shots time!   

Soccer Shots is an age-appropriate pro-

gram that teaches the children the funda-

mentals of soccer along with sportsman-

ship, building vocabulary, listening skills 

and teamwork.  Fortunately at THE LIFE 

we can offer it three seasons: fall, winter 

and spring. We have the indoor space that 

allows us to have Soccer Shots even on 

rainy days! 

Coach Nicole plays great games with the 

children to reinforce the skills learned in a 

fun way. A favorite game is “Big Friendly 

Bear.” The children 

are learning how to 

dribble the ball slow 

like a turtle and fast 

like a bunny. The 

session ends with a 

scrimmage, which is 

a lot of fun to watch.   

One of the hardest 

aspects of playing 

soccer is not using 

your hands. That’s 

not the easiest task 

for a three-year-old 

who just wants to 

get the ball. 

Children Running, Bouncing Balls . . . 
  By Lisa Dennelley, Director 

For three-year-olds, learning to play soccer would be so much 

easier if you could use your hands. 
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T 
here are many people in our 

world who help create our com-

munities. They are the people 

who contribute to the daily living of   

everyone’s lives. 

This year’s Art Show theme is based on 

Community. The children have been 

learning and talking about things and 

people in our community. One of the 

teachers asked if she could do a jewelry 

store. I thought for a minute and said 

“When was the last time a three or four- 

year-old went to a jewelry store?” The art 

project would have been fabulous, but we 

want the classes to have a relatable ex-

perience to the projects they are doing. 

It’s fun going to the classrooms and see-

ing the teachers and assistants brain-

storming the projects, creating master-

pieces that the children will enjoy mak-

ing out of all types of art media. 

Please join us on May 13 from 6:30 to 

8:00 p.m. for the Community themed Art 

Show. Be sure to stop by the Bake Sale 

too! 

The Butcher, the Baker,                      

the Candlestick Maker… 
By Lisa Dennelly, Day School Director 

A three-year-old student is excited about 

his work of art.  

F 
amily Night will be an evening 

where families are invited to en-

joy some fun activities.  

 It will be hosted by THE LIFE Lutheran 

Church and Day School.   

Time:  7:00-8:30 p.m. 

For:  Families with children age 6 and 

under 

Schedule:  Third Friday of the month. 

October 16 – Halloween  

November 20 – Harvest Fest 

December 18 – Christmas 

January 15 – Frozen 

February 19 – Movie Night 

March 18 – St. Patrick’s Day 

April 15 – Spring Fling 

May 20– Summer Blast 

Day School Family Nights 2015-16 
By Lauren Cassino 

Day School students create fascinating 

prints by dipping real autumn leaves  in 

paint, then pressing them into a design 

on white canvas.  

Fall Festival: Ripe for Creativity  

At the Sensory Table, children learn all 

about autumn leaves by experiencing  

texture, size, structure, color, smell and 

distinctive features in a box of leaves.  
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Y 
ou get the plates, and I’ll set out 

the food, then we can start our 

picnic,” said Nicole to Peter. This 

was an interaction between two Pre-K 

students when one of their center activi-

ties was to have a picnic.  

A picnic?!? You’re thinking, why would 

you have an indoor picnic? Shouldn’t 

they be sitting at a table and doing a 

worksheet for the letter “p” instead?  

Research has shown that children learn 

more in a play-based learning environ-

ment. The more hands-on, the more the 

students will gain from the experience.  

Which makes sense logically, most people 

learn by doing. Have you ever asked some-

body to help you with something, and they 

do it all? Would you have any idea how to 

do it again? Probably not.   

If children are provided with the right 

tools, they will learn through their play-

based experience.  

Let’s expand on the picnic. On the carpet 

the teacher has set out a picnic basket, 

food, plates, forks and a blanket, all in a 

pile. Three children are assigned to that 

center and are told to have a picnic. 

Through this experience, the children have 

to work together to set up the picnic, 

share the food and watch out for ants (I 

forgot to mention there were fake ants in 

the pile).  

Earlier in the day the teacher read a book 

about a picnic, asked the class about their 

own experiences having picnics and 

brainstormed picnic vocabulary words. 

The children were also asked “What kind 

of food would you bring on a picnic, and 

where would you go on a picnic?” And of 

course they were asked “What letter does 

picnic begin with?”  

A play-based experience provides children 

with opportunities to explore and learn in a 

fun way. When your child comes home 

from school and you ask them what they 

did, and their answer is play, don’t worry. 

Realize at THE LIFE there is a purpose in 

everything we do. 

Play, Play, Play 
By Lisa Dennelly 

Students in Mrs. Asaro’s Pre-K class reinforce 

the letter “M” with blocks. 

M 
rs. Winter, or Mrs. Snow as she’s 

been called by some of her three

-year- old students, has been a 

member of the Day School faculty for 14 

years. She has been a calming, nurturing 

and loving presence to the children and the 

parents here at THE LIFE.    

Mrs. Winter has four children of her own, 

Jessica, 21, Christine, 18, Michelle, 16, and 

Gregory, 10.  

Mrs. Winter loves sharing her preschool 

stories with her husband and children at 

dinner. (Don’t worry, she changes  students’ 

names to protect their privacy.)   

Here are a few of her favorite stories: 

When saying The Lord’s Prayer, one boy 

would say “Lead us not into vacation.” 

While listening to the children talk at lunch, 

I heard a little three-year-old girl say 

“OMG.” 

Watching the class during free play, as they 

“Play Teacher,” I’m surprised to hear the 

things I say and do being repeated. 

Mrs. Winter will continue collecting stories 

over many more years of dedication to her 

students at THE LIFE Day School. 

 

Day School Teacher Highlight: Joanne Winter 
By Lisa Dennelly 

Mrs. Winter celebrates her birthday with her 

three-year-old class. 
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