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4th Sunday Of Easter
April 21, 2024

The core of the Christian faith is the
death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. As the crucified and risen
Christ appeared to the earliest of

his followers, so we experience the
presence of the risen Lord in the
preaching of this faith.

1“| am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.
(John 10:11)

ALTAR FLOWERS

In memory of my husband, Jim on his

fourth anniversary in heaven. Just as we
wrote in our wedding rings, | will love you
forever and always.
Your loving wife,

Mike

Welcome!
THE LIFE Lutheran Church is committed to

Proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ

We journey through faith by:

- REVERENTLY worshipping God
- JOYFULLY serving our neighbors, as we
- TOGETHER live out the Gospel

Visitors: First time at THE LIFE? Thanks for joining
us! Please fill out a Welcome Card and place it in
the offering plate. After the service, be sure to
introduce yourself to the Pastor.

Holy Communion: We believe that the true body
and blood of Jesus Christ are present in the bread
and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Holy Communion
is offered at all of our services and is for all
baptized Christians who share our belief that
Christ, himself, is truly present.

If you have any questions feel free contact Pastor
Vetrano at pastor@thelifeny.org or call the church
office at 516.333-3355




4th Sunday Of Easter

April 21,2024
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship
between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority.
The shepherd'’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it
means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

OPENING SONG “Now All The Vault of Heaven Resounds”
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EASTER LITANY
(We omit the Confession during the 50 Days of Easter)

God of life, we give you praise and glory.

We praise you, Father, "I« Son, and Holy Spirit.

You have given Jesus victory over sin. You have made his cross a sign of glory.
May we glory in the cross of Christ.

With Jesus, you have buried us in death to sin and raised us to new life.

And we are dlive in Christ.

FRFEFRE

The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil, washes away sin, restores

innocence, casts out hate, and brings us peace. In Jesus Christ, you are F free from

all your sins and restored to new life. To him be glory and dominion forever and
ever! Christ is Risen!

He is Risen indeed, Allelvia!
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Lord, have mer - cy.
[ 9 ]

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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SONG OF PRAISE “This Is The Feast”
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P] Let us pray.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into
your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make
us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 4:5-12

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the
resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim
salvation in Jesus’name to the religious authorities.

® >

5The next day the rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, éwith Annas
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. "When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By
what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, %if we are questioned today
because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man
has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that
this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. "This Jesus is ‘the
stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ ?There
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
mortals by which we must be saved.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 1John 3:16-24

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with
others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God's
commandments.

“We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us—and we ought to
lay down our lives for one another. 7How does God's love abide in anyone who has
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

BLittle children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. ?And by
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him
2owhenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything. ?Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness
before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him. 2And this is his commandment, that we
should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he
has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides
in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Allelvia And Verse”
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HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11-18
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his
sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.

Jesus said: ™| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. ?The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them
and scatters them. ¥The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care
for the sheep. 4l am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, "Sjust
as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down my life for the sheep.
| have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 7For this reason the
Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take it up again. ®No one
takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and
| have power to take it up again. | have received this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SONG OF THE DAY “The King Of Love My Shepherd Is”
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MESSAGE Rev. Adam Schoepflin

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
* The term catholic presented in this way is defined as universal.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

SONG OF PREPARATION “Offering Song”

The sun cannot compare to

the glory of Your love

There is no shadow in Your Presence
No mortal man would dare to stand
before Your throne

Before the Holy One of heaven

It's only by Your Blood and it’s only
through your mercy

Lord | come

| bring an offering of worship to my King
No one on earth deserves the

praises that | sing

Jesus may You receive the honor

that You're due

O Lord | bring an offering to You



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

(P)

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.
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Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one
another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and serve
alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers in the gospel. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in
solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those
with power to share it and to use such power for good. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, protect those living without housing, victims of abuse, and all who live
with chronic illness or in need of your healing, especially those we name with our
lips and in our hearts. (pause) Guide communities to actively care for people who
are vulnerable. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call
us away from things that distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply
love and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on the margins. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith. Strengthen us to share the
good news in our own day. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.



Service of the Sacrament

PREFACE
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PROPER PREFACE
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SANCTUS means “holy”
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER
Ovur Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION
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AGNUS DEI “The Lamb”
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COMMUNION SONG
Verse 1

Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
Much we need Your tender care.

In Your pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Your fold prepare.
Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,

You have bought us; we are Yours.
Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,

You have bought us; we are Yours.
Verse 2

We are Yours; in love befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;

Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.

Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,

Hear us children when we pray.
Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,

Hear us children when we pray.

13

“Savior Like A Shepherd Lead Us”

Verse 3

You have promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.

Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.

Verse 4

Early let us seek Your favor,
Early let us do Your will;

Blesséd Lord and only Savior,
With Your love our spirits fill.
Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.
Blesséd Jesus, blessed Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still



COMMUNION SONG “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
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COMMUNION SONG
Verse 1

| want Jesus to

walk with me;

| want Jesus to

walk with me;

All along my

pilgrim journey,

Lord, | want Jesus to
walk with me.

DISMISSAL

“l Want Jesus To Walk With Me”
Verse 2

In my trials, Lord,
walk with me;

In my trials, Lord,
walk with me;

When my heart is
almost breaking,
Lord, | want Jesus to
walk with me.

Verse 3

When I'm in trouble,
Lord, walk with me;
When I'm in trouble,
Lord, walk with me;
When my head is
bowed in sorrow,
Lord, | want Jesus to
walk with me.
(Repeat Verse 1)

P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting.

Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P] We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the
new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table
as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’

name.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

P} The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be

gracious to you, the Lord look upon you with His favor and grant you peace. In the
name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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CLOSING SONG “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”
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SENDING
P]  Jesus said, “l have come that you may have LIFE and have it abundantly.” Go in peace,
serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: All children are welcome to attend Sunday School each week. Grade levels include
Pre-K, K- 1st, 2nd .3rd and 4th-5th Grade. For info, contact Nancy@thelifeny.org

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP - Tues., April 23, 3-4:30pm: Church Sanctuary. Our support group meets the 2nd

and 4t Tuesdays each month and provides a safe and confidential environment to help navigate grief at the loss of a

loved one. We are grateful to Nina Gonzalez and Sydney Vetrano, both experienced in the field of social work, for
facilitating the group. More info, contact Pastor Vetrano, Pastor@thelifeny.org.

BLOOD DRIVE AT THE LIFE - Thank you! Thank you to all who donated to our Blood Drive. Your donation toward our
total 49 pints collected is a much-needed gift of life.

VBS 2024 AT THE LIFE - Aug. 5th -9th (9am-12pm) -Registration is open for participants and volunteers. To register visit
- thelifeny.org/summer-vbs. Parents can sign up their children to participate, or to volunteer as helpers. Questions, email:
VBS@thelifeny.org.

LAWN MOWING MEETING - Sun., April 21, 10am: Interested in helping to mow the church lawn? If so, please join us
this Sunday in between the 9am and 10:30am service in the Fellowship Hall. We will be making the schedule for the first

half of the season. For more information contact Pastor Crocitto, Crocitto@thelifeny.org.

VOLUNTEER AT THE LIFE! Please consider assisting occasionally as an Usher, Reader, Sunday School Teacher, and/or
Hospitality Helper. For details, please contact Pastor Crocitto, Crocitto@thelifeny.org.

LSS INFANT LAYETTE PROGRAM: Current requests are wipes (small packs), long sleeve white onesies newborn to 24

months, size 1 diapers, baby bottles, and newborn toys (rattles and small stuffed animals). Place in outside bin, with

“Baby” written on bags. Or order direct shipped thru Amazon, visit here: thelifeny.org/fooddrive
HELP THE HUNGRY: DONATE TO THE FOOD DRIVE: THE LIFE continues to collect food items for the Food Pantry

of Lutheran Social Services (LSS). Most needed are laundry pods (store brand is fine), spices, garlic powder, onion
powder, salt, pepper, baby wipes and diapers. Drop off donations anytime in the covered bin by the parking lot, or

donate conveniently thru our Amazon Food Drive link, at thelifeny.org/fooddrive. Info, contact the church office.

LIFE FOR UKRAINE: Together we can help bring Ukrainian refugees to safety and hope through our ongoing effort. Go
to our webpage, thelifeny.org/ukraine and click the “Donate Here” button. All donations go directly to help displaced
families. Like & follow the LIFE for Ukraine FB page: facebook.com/lifeforukraine Donate Here: thelifeny.org/ukraine

ONLINE GIVING: If you would like to contribute offerings to the church conveniently from home, you can do so securely
at this link: thelifeny.org/giving. You can also text your donation to 516-302-4488

ANYTHING YOU NEED? Should you need Pastor Vetrano, please feel free to text or call anytime at 516-902-7602

DIG DEEPER INTO FAITH - Bible Studies at THE LIFE - All are welcome!

Monday, April 227, 7 pm — The Chosen Season 3 - Weekly Study -- In-person or Zoom - Contact Dcn. Larry
Rath, larry@thelifeny.org for more more information.

Tuesday, April 30t 11 am — 7he Weekly Lessons - Weekly study -- In Person only - Contact Pastor Crocitto,

crocitto@thelifeny.org for information.

Tuesday, May 7th, 7 pm — Daughters of Grace, Hebrew Midwives, Women's Bible Study- Bi-monthly study --
Zoom Only - Contact Roxanne Oellrich, roxanne@thelifeny.org, for a link.

Wednesday, April 24th, 1 pm — The Gospe/ of John - Weekly Study -- In Person only - Contact Pastor Vetrano,

pastor@thelifeny.org, for further information.




